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CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


Historical accounts, especially when concerned with large topics, 
tend, within their contents, to RESTO the individual personal side 
of the affair. At times this is cuite necessary but it is a point 
that Jouta always be remembered: behind every scene there are people 
or the memories òf those who are deceased, without whose contributions 
history would be of no consequence---all of these blend into the over- 
“all picture. 

Four important events outline the activities for units of ipe 
2th Infantry Division Headquarters during the month of February. 
Probably the most notable of these ‘events was a visit p Commande. . 
ing General of the Eighth Army, Lieutenant General Robert 1. | | 
Fichelberger. On Thursday, 21 February, the train bearing the Com- 
manding General and his party pulled into the station at Okayama, 
Honshu, where it was met by a reception party headed by Major General 
James A. Lester, Conan danna of the 24th rada Division. 

The 21st Infantry furnished a guard of honor at tie railroad station 
and the 21th Division Band added color to the reception by playing i 
stirring military music. | 

. Immediately after his arrival General Eichelberger. and party were 


guided on a tour of the Division area. He first inspected the 21st 
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Infantry Regiment, and then the area occupied by Division headquarters. 
Late in the afternoon the Eighth Army Commander addressed the heads of 
the Division Staff sections who were assembled in General Lester's 
office. General Eichelberger departed from Okayama on Thursday even- 
ing to continue his tour of inspection of other units under Eighth 
Army Command. | | 

The other outstanding events in February, as they concerned the 
24th Division, la (1) a mid-month move of Division Headquarters 
from Matsuyama, Shikoku to Okayama, Honshu; (2) the opening of WIKH, 
an affiliated station of the Armed Forces Radio Service, located in 
the Division Command Post area; and (3) a visit by a team from the 
Inspector General's Office of the Fighth Army. 

The movement of Division fe from its dicta EN 
in NAE ale to the new area in Chayama was accomplished, hetwe 5 the 


thirteenth and the, twentieth of February. Members of the vaicus staff 


sections departed from Matsuyama on the thirteenth to prepare offices 





fe of Sections when 





in Okayema and to have them ready 
they arrived. The 24th Division formally opened its new Command Post 


on A February. 


= 


The Third Engineer Combat Battalion formed the main component o 
the advanced party which began the clearance of the area to be occupied 
by the Division Headquarters but the Bir was too difficult to be fully 
completed by the fifteenth. einn. their endeavors were quite 
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apparent as stories related by members of the advanced party tell of 
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masses of debris that had to be moved and of an abundance of heavy mud 
that hampered operations. Improvements continued to be made during the 
remainder of the month with Ser eine placed on furnishing com- 
fortable housing for bene. | 

On Sunday, 24 February, at 1900, radio station WLKH, Okayama, 
officially came into existence by airing TI program from 
the stage of the new Special Service Theater located on the grounds 
of the Division Headquarters. In honor of the new radio station and 
in — of its future service to the Armed Forces on South- 
ern Honshu, and especially to the men of the 24th Infantry Division, 
Major General Lester spoke at the inaugural program. lie asi the 
benefits of information, education, and entertainment that would now 
be available to the personnel in the Division through the services 
‚of. WLKH. Other honored guests who participated in the program were 
Lieutenant Colonel Wilton Skelly, Division iron tion and Education 
Officer; Major Joseph F. Nee, Division Special Service Officer; and 
Lieutenant Hugo R. Wichtel, Officer-in-Charge of the radio station. 
The music for the evening was played by the 24th Division Band under 
the direction of Chief Warrant Officer Eugene J. Papi. 

On 26 February a party from the Inspector General's Department, 


i : | , ; 
Eighth Army, arrived in Okayama for the annual inspection visit. 
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CHAPTER II 


REA IONCENT OF TROOPS. 


The first days of the month of February ORE Infantry 
Division Headquarters T in the ghost-like rennante of the ter- 
rifically bombed town of Matsuyama on the island of Shikoku. The 
subsequent movement of the Division's Headquarters from Matsuyama to 
Okayama, Honshu was discussed adequately in the lassi na 

At the outset of the month the main components of the Victory 
Division were located as follows: the 19th Infantry had its head- 
quarters in &lió oie of ;ochi on Shikoku with subordinate units patrol- 
ling assigned areas; the 21st Infantry Headuarters were situated in 
Okayama, Honshu; the 34th Infantry Headquarters were located at Hiro, 
Honshu; and the 24th Division Artillery Command ; ost EA 
in Mibuno, | 

Within each of the above mentioned elements the location of 
several of their nia merit attention. The 3rd WA 
talion and Cannon Company of the 19th Infantes Were stationed at the 
Noichi Airdrome on Shikoku. The 2nd Battalion of the 2lst Infantry 
was located at iiatsue, Honshu, with two companies bene stationed 
away from the battalion area: Company "G" was at Tottori and Company 
"H" was in Yonago. The 34th Regiment was scattered over a very large 


area. The headcuarters of the 2nd Battalion, 34th Infantry, was locat- 
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ed at Eta Jima Island, Hiroshima Prefecture, while Companies "P" and ngi 
were quartered in Otake and Ujina respectively, and Company man was at 
Takarazuka. Company "C" of the let Battalion, 34th Regiment, was locat- 
ed "m fron its parent organization with, quarters at Himeji, Honshu, 

Two of the battalions of the Division Weiser the 13th and 63rd, 
were ii at Nibuno, Honshu, the 11th Field Artillery i ada, 
less its Service Battery, was on Shikoku in the village ‘of Komateujima 
the Service Battery was at Kakogawa. Ckayama was the home of the. 52nd 
Battalion of Division ialt | 

The list of units attached to the 24th Infantry Dia Was 
increased on 1 February by the addition of the 2nd Field Hobpital 
and the 361st Station: Hossital wich were located at Hiro and Kure 
respectively. | | | 

The 204th Chemical canada Platoon was attached to the Division. 
on d Res and was located at Kobe. 

As part of thé advanced party, the 5th Urdnance, Medium Main- 
tenance Company moved as a complete unit to Okayama, Honshu on 7 
February and participated in the preparation oî the new Division 
Command Post. The 724th Ordnance, Light Maintehance Company arrived at 
Okayama, 9 Februaty, and set up its shops adjacent to the 5th vrdnance, 
The two companies resumed the previous cooperation they had dispisyed 
and aided each other iuestindbiy in their new location. This spirit 
of cooperation was a part of all the work Ro all of the units 


that helped to establish the new 24th Infantry Division area in Okayamai. 
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There were very few moves made during February by units subordin- 
ute to Division Headquarters. On the twenty-fourth, two. units attached 
to the Division, the 36lst Station Hospital and the 176th Quartermaster 
Laundry Detachment, moved from Kure, Honshu to Hiro, Donsin 

The 177th Cuartermaster Laundry Detachment underwent a fast 
change of address. The outfit was released from attachment. to the 

7 
2hth Infantry Division and attached to the 168th Evacuation Hospital, 
effective 6 February, but while enroute to Okayama Be days. later the 
Detachment was relieved of duty to the 168th Evacuation Hospital and 
re-attached to the 24th Division. 

The 52nd Field Artillery Battalion had dispatched an advance 
party to the Kakogawa air Base in anticipation of moving but the 
last day of February came and the battalion vss still in Okayoma 
although supplies continued to be forwarded to Kakogawa. 

At the end of “he month the 34th Infantry Regiment was in the 
midst of moviag its AAA from Hiro to Himeji. 

The organizations that had been affiliated with the 24th Division 
but which were inactivated during February were the 168th Evacuation 
Hospital, the 294th Guartermaster, Refrigerator Truck Company, and 
the 174th Quartermaster Laundry Detachment. 

The 207th Malaria Survoy Detachmant was rolieved of ^tt.chmont 
to the 24th Division on the eighteenth of, the month. 

The realignment of troops for the month involved many changes but 


‚it can be uneguivocally stated that the administration and work of the 
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Division was capably. handled despite the obstacles, incurred. 
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CHAPTER III 


MILITARY OPE ERATIONS AND INTELLIGENCE 


A conquered people does not indicate necessarily a conquered 
spirit, hence it is reasonable to assume then that the Japanese are 
perfunetory, at least to a minor d in complying with the many 
details of the surrender terms. 

Recognition of this fact has demanded the continued operations 
of, military patrols and applied intelligence measures under the 
. direction of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, 24th Infantry Div- 
ision, with the. cooperation of the 178th Dangunge Det bacia and 
we Counter I Intelligence Corps, to keep a constant check apo all 
‚activities within the area of Division responsibility that might 
have any ae connection with the occupation of Japan. 

The patrols dispatched by s subordinate units of the Division 
investigated and reported findings of. intelligence POSTA Many 
XOT the targets were factories formerly engaged in the production 
of Japanese war materiel, These plants were checked thoroughly 
to determine if they were abiding by occupational directives, All 
reports that were submitted indicated that the manufacturing concerns 
searched had converted to the production of articles useful to the 
war-weary civilians. Several specific instances St as follows: 
the Ohashi Manufacturing Company near Shobana, Hiroshima Ken was 
found to be manufacturing two thousand pairs of shoes a ee the 


| Sasue Farming Industry Company Ltd., Gomen, Kochi Ken, during the 
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war was engaged in making shell casings and hand grenades but has re- 
turned to the manufacture of threshing sele machines; elos 
yama Seido Kakakubu Tosa Kojo Located in Kochi, Kochi Ken, has turned 
its BREA chemical output to the making of soap; the les Tek- 
kosho Compariy which during the hostilities E Six plants in the 
manufacturing of sawmill machinery, ventilator d Steel pipe joints, 
and steel bearings now operates. two plants in the oi of rice 
kettles and electric boilers; from war-time gasoline tanks to the manu- 
facturing of ee houses, water buckets, and cooking pans and 
Wigo the story concerning reconversion at the Shiri Kawa Kolie Kappe 
den in Kannonji City, Kagawa Ken. | 

Several investigations were conducted after the receipt of in- 
formation concerning the non-compliance of some Japanese to the terms 
of the occupational code concerning such items ás hiding clothing and 
food, and illegally selling Japanese Sr and navy supplies, i vio- 
lator, Seiso Fujikai, a former Jecansuo army captain, was apprehended 
E the illegal disposal of Japanese military goods, A Japanese civil- 
ian named Nanuta Ota was arrested in Kaitaichi Machi, Hiroshima Ken, 
for having tráded a kimono to an American soldier in T for a 
pair of United States Army binoculors Liana United States Army field 
telephones, The Railway Transportation Officer at Tadotsu, Kagawa Ken, 
was told that the town's mayor, Koyo Imai, was hoarding supplies. The 
information was used and nine warehouses were located that contained 


hidden stores of clothing, blankets, signal equipment, and other mis- 
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cellaneous supplies. The military Eoods were Sa a the civ- 
ilian pps were turned over to the Home Ministry. Yes, some gf 
the Japanese are expectedly perfunctory. = 

The shortage of food and the desire for money probably accounts 
. for the thwarted attempt of three Japanese to steal three bags of 
flour from the kitchen of Headquarters PONDER 3hth Infantry in | 
Hiro, Hiroshima Keane 

The ia of the Japanese towards the. ¿occupation 
forces was kept under close surveillance. This involved interpret- 
ing newspaper editorials, interrogating citizens, and ir 
peT as, intelligence targets. | 

Newspaper editorials =- they Betis reflect the viewpoint of 
some serious thought on a subject -— - provided many interesting topies 
that merit consideration, Of course, it must be u that the 
Japanese cannot. truly say precisely what bbeir opinions are where . 
3 the American troops are concerned, but the excerpts on editorials that 
will be discussed in the next few paragraphs RA some iota 
. 0f consensus of opinion, One wer, speaking through the editorial 
- columns of the "Mainichi" Shinbun, 2 February, voiced T sentiment 
on the tentative plan of revising the Japanese Constitution to the 
effect that he doubted the edi of the plana die feared the power 
that the aporon iene Beaune if bhe constitution did not. Limit the 
duties of the potentate to his seal beso Na. „the diplonatic 


representative of all the Japanese, . .". He intimated the emperor 
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should not be permitted to have absolute authority. 

An editorial in the "Nippon Kai" Shinbun, 31 January 1946, 
strongly, if hot vehemently, denounced the position of the emperor as 
a god in the following manñer: 

During the war we were led to believe that we were fight- 
ing for the Emperor when actually. . „the sacrifice was made 

only for the priveleged few. Believing too mech in the Emperor 

. has brought us disaster, This was because the Emperor. e e 
represented the militarists, capitalists, and bureaucrats. 

^ It is only when the Emperor represents the people that 

he can exist, Tnis makes it necessary that we refute the idea 

that the Emperor is a living God. 

At least one myth has been exploded and if accepted by the people of 
Japan should tend towards a more facile acceptance oF democracy. 

"Man Who Plays His Flute" was the fetching title of an editorial 
in the "Chugoku" Shinbun issue of 5 February whose contents sub- 
stantiate the contentions. proffered in the second editorial discussed, 
The author, using caustic comments, verbally lashed at the leaders who, 
through the use of the newly acquired freedom of speech, would try and 
fool the public. "It is like a flute player, trying to pick up a tune 

‘which will stir the feeling of the dancer to dance" was one of his more 
subtle observations referring to the audacity of public leaders, The 
editorialist states that some of the leaders are claiming they knew all 
Pon that Japan was fighting a losing battle; but that this type of 
talk was no Henker effective because the people were ES SO easy to 
fool anymore, 


Public opinion was occasionally obtained from street. interviews, 


of which one netted these remarks: 
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I don't mind telling you that when we first heard that . 
American occupation forces would come to Takarazuka, we were 
greatly startled, beeause we thought that thoy would commit 
assaults and plunder, But we are now very much pleased indeed 
to have them with use 


. Another sitivents attitude towards de na soldier was contained 
in this statement: "They are individually much more kind than we 
thought at first. I am greatly surprised at their polite attitude," 

The Koreans in Japan hawen their appreciation to the United 
States Army for their liberation when a group of three Koreans 
visited Colonel Winfield McKay, Commanding Officer of the 21st 
Infantry. Regiment at Okayama, Honshu to convey the gratitude of their 
people, The three Korean Hera ee had been selected at an 
orderly mass meeting of approximately tiro thousand Koreans in Okayama 
during which various — expounded their good soste at hav-, 
ing been liberated fron the dapanese dominatione 

Occasional visits to tne Japanese schools did sist produce many 
startling evidences of aaa from provisions p the Suergnden terms 
although quite frequently patrois ibid ssa books, and 
training aids such as ferie equipment and wooden rifles hidden in 
schoolroom SA In one instance when members of a patrol from 
the 21st Infantry Regiment entered a primary eat in Tottori City, 
Tottori Ken, the tale surreptitiously threw some books and papers 
depieting Japanese war progress in the Philippines into the waste- 
basketo And it was observed that the children were drawing pictures 
of Japanese planes attacking ships, 

Civilian riots and disorders were fortunately not very num- 
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erous Alans ebria a few cases of violence did occur that 
necessitated investigatione In Koi-machi, Hiroshima Ken; on 3, 
February a "uon between an estimated fifty Koreans, armed with clubs, 
and a group of Japanese, carrying A NET when the Japanese 
attempted to remove the "Korcan Association” | arm band from the arm 
of a Korean. The 3hith Totaro dispatched troops to the scene to 
assist the civilian dea but the riosers had dispersed before 
their arrival, There were no reported casualties. 

Food was the cause of an attempted riot by approximately’ one 


( ; . : 
hundred Koreans at Joge, 20 miles north of Onomichi, Hiroshima Ken, 


on twenty-fifth of the months The Koreans started the riot ih pro- 
ssi to the Japanese police confiscating some rice that the Koreans 
had procured illegally. The korean were placed in jail but were ro- 
leased the next day after the subita prosecutor had interrogated them, 
The eo PAC ORTI 2ist Infantry, reported ‘that in the town of 
Masuda Koreans have been creating ae by pilfering the bag- 
gage of Japanese civilians put no er ave been reported, 
Muto evidence, that shows that the Japanese air defense was 
not an inconsiderable pila to the American fliers who flew over 
the Japanose homeland, was found in the form of WAYA of airmen who 
were shot dom. From the 34th Infantry came the following information: 
“The graves of two American pilots E located near a ponies Japanese 
Naval Prison at Kure, Hiroshima Ken, One body was reported to be that 


of Lt. Golden Keith Wooster, USMC, about twenty~seven years old, 
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buried 23 March 1945. The second grave was that of a navy pilot, 

Lt. (jego) Louis Arnold Willis whose plane was shot down by anti- 

: aircraft fire and siasi in Kure Harbor, 19 March 1945. Another 
grave was located near the buildings formerly occupied by the Ooura 
Shock Corps on Kurahashi Shima, five niles south of Kure City, Hiro- 
shima Ken of " unknown navy flier. Investigations are being conduct- 


ed to determine his identity. 
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‘CHAPTER IV 


REPATRIATION TO AND FROM JAPAN 


Previous to February the 24th Infantry Division had no direct 
responsibility pertaining to repatriation other than furni shing two 
companies, "PU and UG", 34th Infantry, to operate repatriation centers, 
under the immediate control of I Corps, at Otake and Ujina, Honshu 

EN 
respectively.. 

On the twenty-first of February the Division essumed definite 
MER obligations when it began supplying guards for trains 
transporting Mwa wA through the Division zone of responsibility. 

see of these trains originated in the 25th Infantry Division, 
ares and were guarded by that unit until ih reached Okayama, at 
which point the guard detail was relieved by men from the 24th 
Infantry Division. The Lo Field ärtillery Batts ‚lien provided the 

n Y 
bulk of the guard but was otcasionally assistcu by the 21st Infantry. 

Approximately four trains per day were used for repatriation 
purposes necessitating a total guard of seventy enlisted men, five 
non-commissioned officers, and four officers. 4s "n round s 
required sevoenty-t' o hours, ¿bout 280 enlisted men, twenty non- 
commissioned officers, and sixteen officers were re. uired for re ner 
ation duty. 

The function of the guera was to assure the t tho es cene 


ducted themselves in an orderly. manner and ee cetrained only © 
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át specified points. Upon arrival at the separation center in either . 
Hakata or Senzaki on the island of Kyushu, the repatriates were turned 
over to the proper authorities and placed on ships and returned to their 


homeland. 
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The month. of Penat saw a considersbie influx of personnel 
into the 24th Infantry Division. Units from which the new troops 
came included the 32ad, 33ra, and List Infentry Divisions. 

Total iui for the Division during February were 174 
officers and 3125 enlisted men. 

The organization lost WAYA officers and 347 enlisted 
men through readjustment in Februsry. 

Nine men decided to continue their army o coreers by re-onlisting. 

Figures from some of the subordinate units indicate that most of 
the outfits have neared their allowable personnel strength. Within 
the medical units officers Tuo the Infantry and Field Artillery 
were assigned to the | Medical administr: tive Corps to relieve tke 
burcen there. Anti-Tank Company, 2ist Infentry, ah thot iti 
had alnost reached full strength, and the Cannon Company stated 


it had gained the Table of Organization strength; the first time 


since the unit had reached Japan. 
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CHAPTER VI 


SUPLY AND HOUSING 


The supply 'and housing problems for TENS reiterite use: 
of Junüaby because the problems of ii were Sane Amen with thes 
anticipated move of the 2lyth Infantry ‘Division radiatore to Oka- 
yana, Honshu Linear ee; | 

The Hays trou WA AA conti to Okayama, Honéhù was accon- 
plished mainly through the utilization of ruil tronspórtation with 
over three hundred daricads of supplies arid equipment having been 
VEACBROREA in this manner without any serious difficulty. 

The resupply si outlying garrisons during "Ha ai period: 
of movement was maintained by building up unit Biécipilds. For a 
short time resupply to these unite was done by a coordinated, sale 
taneous operation from Matsuyarıa and Ckayama. To E, 
iribütion ol perishable abode As the units remaining on the islend of 
Shikeku a unit of the refrigerated ie asian was ‘st. tioned at 
menta | 

dan uns re de the Division were are 
February, e ue ei in Chepter I, A liaison officer | 
from the office of thé Assistant Chief of Steff) Gk Section, assisted 
these Orbi zati dhe in the processing aid the turning in of their i 
equipment. At the completion of tice burn-in the records Were inspect~ 
ed by the Division Inspector General. | 
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The 2lst Infantry reported that they were receiving an increasingly 
larger quantity of meats and vegetables. And a bit of State-side splen~ 
dor was being furnished in the form of ice creati, The regiment planned ' 
to supply this welcome delicacy at least every three days. 

The area that became the 24th Infantry Command Post necessitated 
improvements on a truly large scale. Japanese warehouses, as warehouses, | 
are not conducive to living quarters, offices, and mess halls according 
to American Arny tendrás but the aio of these dilapidated 
looking structures into buildings that satisfy the American basto was 
promptly accomplished and the men of the units involved deserve praise. 
The improvements continue to be made. 

Shabby-looking exteriors soon disappeared with the application of 
Sue and T tats were installed. Fire fighting equipment was 
furnished. | | | 

The Third Engineer deba Battalion bore the main load of this 
work. In attempting to accomplish their task scarce items proved a 
hinderance at first but reconnaissance teams, with the aid of Mil- 
itary Government, procured such scarce supplies as aluminum, lum 
ber, nails, paint, plywood, lamps, pipe and pipe fittings from the. 
Japanese. | | 

The TS and remodeling work drew heavily upon Jap- 
anese skilled and unskilled labor. Approximately three thousand: Jap- 
anode workers are employed daily in the Okayama area. 

Just as improvements are made around thé Division Headquarters 
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area so are improvements made around regimental, battalion, and 


‚company areas. 
It is one of the most outstanding characteristics. of the United 
States Army to immediately improve and continue to improve any area. 


that it occupies. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


SPECIAL TRAINING 


‚Information 





of prime consideration in tho WAA aa genna! 
welfare aa, It SE HON an accepted fact, and should become 
an army aphorism, that the informed soldier is the best soldier. 

| To a the soldier inf formed is one of + ine first duties of an 
information and Education section, and to provide educational 
opportunities is a E obligation. 

án added impetus has been given to this phase of milita ıry life. 
Farly:i in | February the Division Information and Education Officer 
visited ali brain of the Division to orient theri on the: 

requirements of the Army PDEA ton Program. And on a3 iid 
the Information and Education Price of all the nis in de 
Division sttshasi a es conference in Kyoto asti by 
the Eighth Army, 

Within the regiments, periodie conferences. vers held where 
ideas and suggestions were exchanged and the proper use of bul- 
yetsa Boss Area; 

The Division Information and Education. section established 
liaison with WLEH, the local station of the Mit Fortes Radio. 


Service, and in addition to normal services, a joint review of 


n call 


RESTRIC - E D 
each week's news was broadcasted on Sunday a, This program was 
dramatic, interesting, and informative, 

‚The Army Education Program received concerted backing from all 
units in the Division. A Division specialist's school was Started 
early in February. Company "A", 21st Infantry, was designated as the 
School Company for the Division and was assigned the 2nd Battalion's 
area, 2lst Infantry. living cuarters, offices, classrooms, kitchens 
' and messhalls were remodeled to e m approximately three hun- 
dred students and cadre. On the twenty-first of February the schen 
opened with an enrollment of 111 students in cooking and baking, and 
 clerk-typist classes. | 

The Unit Schools of the education program that offered academic, 
business, and scientific courses continued to function in the 19th, 
and 21st Infantry Regiments, and Division Artillery but these pro- 
grams were interrupted in Division Headquarters and 34th Regiment 
because of MOVIE. | 

An Information and Education tem from Washington Led by 

General Davies inspected the "G I College" of the 2ist Infantry 


and declared that it was one of the finest unit schools in Japan. 
Athletics and Recreation 


Every effort was expended to provide adequate athletic and rec- 
reational facilities throughout the Division. The movement from , 


Shikoku to Honshu of the Division Headquarters threatened to disrupt 
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the athletic and recreational program but the program was maintained: 

both before the move’ and : after, 

“the theater in the-new Command Post sia that was first used was 
a former Japanese warehouse that nad no SEO being a theater, 

But night! Ly movies were shown even though the s 

on packing boxes for the first few shows, By the end of the month 


Special Service had reconstructed the interior of the building to the 


extent, ‘that it had the appearance of. a State-side movie house. The 


3 . 


ceiling end walls were paneilcà with ply y wood, a new floor, sloping 
from rear to front, was constructed, and additional exits were made 
to add to the safety element, Phe stage, with its gaily colorod 
backdrops; flys and sa: and ingehususiy arranged fo ootligh ts 


4 


made the transformation from warehouse to theater. complete. 


0 


Tn the same building a library was established containing a lib- 


eral supply of books pius a r 


bí 


eriodical reading room. he 21st infan- 


^ 


try also reported that its library was increas ‚ed during thie month by = 
4 > i 


the addition of approximately six hunarod books. 
4 . d y 
Ni htly movios became the rule rather than the exception through- 
-& i3 È S 


out all units of the Division. 


One unit of the Division, the 34th Infantry, was visited by the 


USO show "Salute to Gerstwin® en 12 February. 
The 19th. Infantry decided to add variety to its Ha 
program hence "Rattalion Review", an all-soldier shew, was produced 


i 


and directed by Chaplain McClain. The Regiment reported that the 


show was. enthusiastically UWAWA is the troops. 

The 19th Infantry also completed two officer!s clubs and two 
enlisted men!s clubs to supplement eri A riding stable’ with 
ten horses Bares those with equestrian tendencies an “ema to 
enjoy themselves. 

. The spring athletic program went into the planning rhase in Feb- 
ruary when Major Joseph F. Nee, Division Special Service Officer, 
attended a meeting in Yokchama from the fifteenth to the sevén- . 
.teenth. 

" During February basketball enjoyed enthusiastic support on a. 
se basis. Championship teams representing the 19th, 21st, 
and 34th Infantry Regiments, and Division Artillery vied for honors in 
the play-offs in 3rd Battelion's grmnasium, 19th Infantry, at Kochi, 

7 
—shikokus The tournament lasted three days from 20 February through 


the twenty-third with the 21st Infantry's team emerging victorious. ` 
i y ging 
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UNIT 


3d Bn, 19th Inf 
Cn Co, 19th Inf 
2lst Inf (-) 

2d Bn, 21st Inf 
. Co G, 21st Inf 

Co H; 21st Inf 

34th Inf (-) 

2d Br, 34th Inf 
Co F, 34th Inf 

Co G, 34th Inf 


3d Bn, 34th Inf (-) 


Co E, 34th Inf 
Co C, 34th Inf 
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AS OF. 28 FEBRUARY 1946 


COORDINATES PLACE NAME 


24TH INFANTRY DIVISIÓN UNITS 


2kth Division Hq and Ha Co (292. 129.8) Ckayama 
20h MP a ' (892,4 1294. 8) Okayama 
2lych QM | (892,9-1294.5) Okayama 
24th Nis b (892,1-1294,8) Okayama 
724th Ord (IM) Co (892.1-1291..6) Okayama 
178 th Lang Dot. (892,1, 1294.8) Okayama 
240th Chem Serv Plat (892.4-1294.€) Ckayama 
24th Med Bn (-) | (892.1,-1294.8). Okayama 
Co A, 24th Med En (973 .4-1317.8) Nibuno 
Co B, 24th Med Bn (893-1284) Okayama; 
Co D, 24th Med En (852-1159) Kochi 
3d Ehgr Combat Bn (892.4-1294,8) Okayama . 
. 2kth Mecz Ren Trp (8925-1291. 8) Okayama. 
2hth Div arty (=) (973. 4-1317.6) Nibuno . 
llth FA Bn (958-1212) 'Komatsujima 
. Sv Btry, 11th FA Bn ER 1304) Kakozawa 
13th FA Bn - (973 4-1317.8) Nibuno 
524 FA Bn (892, 11294 .&) Okayama | 
634 Fa Bn (973.4-1317.8) iibuno 
19th Inf (-) (846-1157) Kochi: 


(864-1156) 
.. (865-1156) 


Noichi Airdrome 
Noichi Airdrome 





(892 0-1291.5) Okayama 
92) Hatsue 
(gal ) Tottori 
(834- 1586) Yonago 
(760.8-1242.6) Hiro 
(716-1210) Eta Jima 
(720-1250 Otake 


7456-1256 ,9) Ujina 
(971.0-1316.0) Himeji 
(1036 .1-1307.8) Takarazuka 
(971.0-1316.0) Himeji 
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UNITS ATTACHED. TO zu DIV 


ENGR UNITS 
Co B, 1874th Ener Avn Bn 
MED UNITS 


361st. Station Hospital 

24 Field Fospital 

650th Med Clr Co 

97th Vet Food Insp Tm 
| 


ORD UNITS — 


177th Ord Bomb Disp 
178th Ord Bomb Disp Sad 
181st Ord Bomb Disp Sad 
5th Ord (i21) 


CM UNITS 

Lth Plat, 370th QM Bkry 
2d Plat, 570th Qi Rhd So 
176th QM Ldry Det 
177th QM Ldry Det 
354th QM Ldry Det 

MP UNITS. © 

226th MP Co 
MISCELLANEOUS 


72d News Team 
kin Plat, 5th Sp Sv Co 


UNITS AITA E 


52d área CIC 
60th Arca CIC 
6lst Area CIC 
94th Mil Govt Gp 
‘36th Mil Govt Co 
76th Mil Govt Co 
lst iul Govt Co 
- 9lst iil Govt Co 


(892.4-1294.8) Okayama 


(759-1243) Hiro 
(759-1243) Hiro 
(893-1284 3 Ckayama 
(892.h-1294,.8) Okayama 
(892,8-1294.8) Okayama 
($92.8-1294.8) Okayama 
(892.8-1294.8) Okayama 
(892. 8-1291,.8) Okayama 


- (892.9-1291.5) Okayama 


(892.9-129h.5) Okayama 


(7591243) Hiro 
(892.9-1294.5) Okayama 
(759-1243). | Hiro. 


! 


(892.4- 1294.8) Okayama 


(892. 14229148) Okayama 


(1043-2 298) Kobe 
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X SUPPLY ON nd 


(160.8-1242.6) Hiro 


. (892-1295) Okayama 


(905-1253) ` Takamatsu 
(745-1243) Kure 


(893-1292) . | Okayama 
(806-1392) ^ Matsue. 


(903-1252) Takamatsu 
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CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


March, 1946 was the sixth month of pursuine occup- 
ational duties in Japan for the 24th ‘Infantry Division. 
The month itself held true to tradition and Laterza its 
way in with strong winds bùt events that took place dur- 
ing the early part of the month were themselves rather | 
serene. But when March meekly retired true to tradition, 
then the lion of events reared its ugly head and snarled. 
They were ill snorts that blew nobody any good when several, 
fires ravaged installations within the division. But more 
of this later. | 

Several events were outstanding during the mónth. In. 
a simple but meaningful ceremony Major Geral James A. 
Lester, Commanding General of the Taro Leaf Division, was 
decorated with the Distinguished Service Medal on 14 March. 
Marine Major General Leroy P. Hunt, Commanding General of 
the I Corps made the presentation. General Hunt travelled 
to Okayama by plane. With General Leäter he reviewed an 
honor guard composed of two officers and eighty enlisted 
men from the 21st Infantry Régiment. This was followed 
by a brief inspection tour of the division command post 
including the theater, the local Armed Forces Radio Station, 
WLKH, and the Red Cross Club. | 
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In the appropriate atmosphere of a regimental retreat 
parade held by the 21st Regiment, General Lester decorated 
sixteen enlisted men of that regiment on March fifteenth. 
The awards included one silver star, two: bronze stars, one 

soldier's medal and twelve purple hearts, 

On the second of March Lieutenant, General. Northcott, 
commeneine General of the British Commonwealth Occupation 
Forces arrived by train in Mate ue. He invited Lieutenant 
Colonel Gibson, Commanding officer of the. 2nd alles 
?lst Infantry AE ESG and his staff to visit him in his. 
o } 

«train car where occupational matters concerning the areas 
of Tottori and Shimane Kens which the DE were 
to relinquish to the British forces were discussed. 

The 19th Infantry Regiment experienced an occasion of 
commendation also, Acting upon orders from Division G-2 a 
patrol was dispatched to investigate reports of a plane 
crash near Misaki, forty- -eight miles southvest of Matsuyama 
City. The patrol loca ated the wreckage which was that of 
two P51 planes from the 82; nd Fighter Groun, RAAF, The 
bodies of the pilots man 


gied bevond recognition, were taken 


to Kochi where the Royal Indian 


ta 


hip "Sutlej! was waiting. 
^ The 19th Infantry honored the crash vicyims with.a military 
funeral for which the Commander of the, "Sutle j" expressed 
| his appreciation to Colonel Renth, the 19th Regiment's 
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Commanding Officer. 

All too often words of praise aro frowned upon with 
disdain. And of course praise that is mere flattery is 
to be avoided so let it suffice to state that March, 
although not a sterling period, was one month of occupation 


that the 24th Infantry Division can be justly proud. 
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CHAPTER II 
REALIGNVENT OF TROOPS 


i Changing conditions seem to prevail as the enigma of 
the occupation troops. Three major units of the 24th 
Division found it necessary to move from one location to 
another during the month of March, 1946. 

The 34th Regie had begun its move from Hiro, 

Honshu to Himeji, Honshu in the latter part of February and 
completed the transfer of its headquarters by 2 March, On 
2 March the First Battalion less Company "C" arrived in 
Takarazuka. Company "C" had previously moved to Himeji 
but joined its parent unit in Takarazuka for the first time 
since latter November, 1945, 

The Second Battalion, 34th Regiment, was again intact 
as a unit with the arrival of the Battalion Headquarters, 
Headquarters Company, Company "E", and Company "E" which 
had been with the Third Battalion since 11 December 1945, 
in Himeji on 7 March. 

Company "L" which had been operating under Second ` 
Battalion control on the island of Eta Jima since December, 
1945 rejoined the Third Battalion on 8 March in Himeji. 

Anti-tank Company, 34th Infantry, was one of the 


last units to arrive in Himeji reaching there on the 
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eleventh of March, 

The only transportation problem encountered by the 
34th Infantry was one involving Cannon Company's M-7 Mounts. 
Because of the railroad Gane suon the route from Hiro to 
Himeji the M-7 mounts could not be moved by train. This 
difficulty was surmounted by shipping them to Kobe on LSM's 
from where they were taken to Hine] by using tank retrievers, 

The 215% Infantry Regiment recorded the change in the 
disposition of a few units during March. On the thirtieth 
of March "F" Company, and the A and p Platoon of the. Second 
: Battalion Headquarters Company moved by rail from Matsue.to 
Okayama. The Regimental Headquarters of the 21st Infantry 
remained unchanged at Okayama, Honshu. o | 

|. The 52nd Field Artillery Battalion was involved in the 

only other Höre of importance. The pattation had sent pre- 
liminary echelons co Kakogawa Air Base late in February | 
and had conteñced shipping supplies during that month but the 
actual movement of the unit did not commence until the morn- 
ing of 25 March when a train carrying M-5 prime movers, 105MM 
howitzers, and M-10 trailers departed from the Hokaiin Station 
in the proximity of the 24th Division Headquarters. 

on 26 March the 52nd Artillery dispatched a guarded 


ammunition train to Kakogawa. Vehicles and personnel of "A" 
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and "C" Batteries departed from Okayama 28 March. The 
next day "B" and Headquarters Batteries loaded on trains 
at Okayama. The Service Battery left Okayama on the 
‘ twenty-ninth and by 30 March the old battalion area in 
Okayama was completely vacated. The displacement was 
accomplished without any loss of property enroute, 
SS organizations of the 24th Division were 
inactivated during March. These were the 2nd Field 
Hospital and the 177th and 181st Ordnance Bomb Dis- 
posal Squads, effective on the twentieth of the month. 
The 226th Military Police Company was released from 
attachment to the 24th Division as of 31 March and assigned 
to AFMIDPAC. The 361st Station Hospital, less personnel 
and equipment, was released from attachment to the 24th 
Division and attached to the Yokohama Base Command. 
One unit, the lst Magazine Platoon, 636th Ordnance 
Ammunition Company, was attached to the División on 11l 
. March for rations only. | 
A bird's-eye view of the location of the 24th Infan- 
try Division units, units attached, and units attached 
. for supply only and operational purposes can be found in 


the station list in Appendix 3% 
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CHAPTER III —— 
MILITARY OPERATIONS AND INTELLIGENCE 


E raining 


Whether in combat or performing occupational dutics 
a military organization cannot afford to become compla- 
cent. Training is a continuous, necessary, irreplaceable 
“phase of an army program. All units of the division con- 
tinued training in combat and occupational. techindue. 
‚Maximum combat efficiency in individual and small unit 
tactics was the aim of the training which was to. include 
"qualification firing of all personnel in basic weapons. 
Occupational training involved reconnaissance and patrol- 
» Ling, and holding practice alerts in preparation for any 
emergency. But the training program did not limit itself 
to this phase as emphasis was placed on the maintaining 
of high standards of. conduct in garrison conditions. 


In those units that were involved in troop movements 


and the cons truction of new ai areas the training program 


l was. not ignored, A policy was ‘followed of continuing to 
train all available personnel. ‘The Third Engineer Combat 
Batt alion which has been: busily engaged in construction 
and repair work evolved this plan of training: two out 


of reo platoons of each Te. company would be engaged 
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in training while the third platoon would continue to work. 
The working platoons were divided so as to be able to. per- 
form all types of duties such as carpentry, plumbing, tin 
smithing, sign painting and heavy equipment work. 

To offset the headaches of readjustment the Division 
School Center continued to train military specialists in 
clerk- typing, cooking and baking, and communications. The 
Division! s Company Officer's School graduated its seventh 

group. ira È 


' Operation s And Intelligence 


pei on ran 











Military operations for March involved routine patrols 
that were TER Senn by the several units of the 24th Division 
to check on former war ‘plants, investigate possible black- . 
markets, and — 3 general reconnaissance. 

À féw AA iof the investigation of former Japanese | 
var plants will clarify this portion of operations, The: 
llth Field Artillery Battalion investigated a few factories 
in Tadotsu, three miles southwest of l'arugame City, Kagawa 
Ken. The Takeuchi Iron Works manufactured aircraft accesso- 
ries dorine the war but has since converted to making pots 
and pans, and plans are being made to manufacture rice clean- 
ing TETEN The 21st Infantry investigated the Aoya Inshu 
Paper Co. in Aoya, Tottori Ken which produced explosive carry- 
ing balloons during hostilities but is now producing writing 

YA 
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paper and wall paper. A patrol from the 34th Regiment | 
checked on the Ogine Iron Producing Plant in Hiroshima 

City. This plant had made aircraft landing gear parts, 
aircraft nuts and bolts, and artillery shells but since 
the surrender of Japan the firm has been idle. 

The 19th Infantry interrupted black market activities 
in Motoyama, Kochi Ken where a small quantity of petrol- 
eum was found. The civilians who had the petroleum claim- 
ed inst it was given to them by the Japanese army just 
prior to the arrival of the Americen forces. 

Several work strikes were investigated by the 24th. 
Division Artillery. Ina pine oil factory in Benton, 
twenty-five miles north of Kobe City tke workers protested 
against their wages and present food rationing. Another 
strike was called at Kabusaka Copper Mine about twenty 
miles northeast of Himeji City, for higher wages. 

Another drive was launched to collect unauthorized 
arms from Japanese civilians. In compliance with a I 
Corp directive the police chiefs in all of the prefectures 
within the Division zone of responsibility were directed 
to instruct the civilians, through the use of radio, hand 
bills, newspapers and public meetings, to turn in all 
unauthorized weapons and that by compiying with this order 
within ten days they would not be prosecuted, but any 
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weapons confiscated after the ten day period would result 
in the punishment of the owner, - 

The response was large and many and varied items were 
gathered including about. one hundred pistols, over two thous- 
and rifles and shotguns, more than ten thousand swords, sabers, 
and Spears, about three hündred bayonets and. seventeen machine 
guns. A few hand grenades were gathered along with almost 
a hure mortar and artillery shells and about four hun- 
dred small arms rounds. 

On the twenty-third of March engineering reconnaissance 
teams from the 3rd Engineer Battalion completed a survey of 
roads and bridges. in the 24th Division zone. Over three 
thousand miles of roads were covered and recorded and more 
than two thousand bridges. were measured and their capacities 
recorded. This information was forwarded to higher head» 
quarters. B “7 | 7 | 

The adage of "let the sleeping dog lie" is not applic- 
able to the American forces in their relations with Japan. 

A constant watch over the Japanese must be visllantiy maine 
tained. This is done by perusing hewspapers, following up 
"tips" concerning illegal possession of food and supplies, 
investigating riots and disorders and indigenous demonstra- 
tions, and Visiting adsis: = 

Many editorials indicated a sincere aa of 
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democratic ideals. An editorial in the "Nippon Kai" 
Shinbun, the Tottori Ken newspaper, 7 March, expounded 
some of the justly desirable characteristics of democracy: 

The ultimate aim of democracy is to develop a 
culture which will improve our living conditions, 

, The leaders of prefectural cultural associa- 
tions should make efforts to guide...the laborers, 
farmers, and the general working class. 

Thus the working class will be granted the 
power of ruling which heretofore has been monopolized . 
by the "educated class”. i 
The same newspaper ran an editorial on 10 March deal- 

ing with the new Japan and the coming elections. It stat- 
ed : 

| We are now to start political campaigns' which 
will establish a democratic form in politics, The 


coming general elections. .lays the corner stone for 
tlie reconstruction of a peaceful Japan, The new 


Japan must... be an improved one. However, there are: 
some wno do not understand this revolution. They . 
must up-root all remains of the old feudalism, the 
power Of. che bureaucrats and establish their own 
government; 
Countless editorialists support the above contentions and 
are much too prolific to be enumerated here, 

A letter from a citizen in Muroto, Kechi Fen, accusing 
the chief of police, Shimuzu, arid other officials of divert- 
ing supplies of food to their own use led to an investi- 
gation from which the 19th Infantry reports that Shimuzu 
was reprimanded for using poor judgement and seven for- 


mer naval officers and town officials were placed under 
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surveillance for possible criminal prosecution. 

There were no reports of any civilian riots or dis- 
orders placed on record for March but a féw miss demonstra- 
tions were held py the Japanese. In Kochi City, on 20 March, 
a large body of 'Japañése assembled outside the local prison 
in protest of the dismissal ofa prison guard who claimed he 
Had been released for exercising his right of free Speech 
in eriticising the poor working conditions of the guards and 
faulty distribution of prisoner's food, | 

In Okayama on the twenty-third a light rain and chilly 
wind welcomed a mecting that convened in protest of food 
rationing, assessing rice from the farmer's, and the lack of 
fertilizer. ` | | 

Both meetings were conducted without any violence or 
disorder. ` 

At least two clandestine groups were placed under’ surveil- 
lance in March. One group was composed of several Chinese . 
and was rbported to have killed a Japanese policeman in Kobe 
City, The Japanese police appealed to the American Military 
Police because it was believed that Chin, the leader, had a 
large following. 

| Several instances of petty thievery by the Japanese 
were cited. On 9 March a Japanese Was apprehended on ‘stealing 
began Light bulbs from the S-4 warehouse of the Ist Battalion, 
at 
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34th Infantry, in Takarazuka. On the night of 11 March 
four former Japanese soldiers were arrested by Japanese 
police for taking U.S. Government. property from a railroad 
siding sé the Okayama station. ‘A former Japanese soldier 
was caught stealing two shirts, a tie, a pair of trousers, 
and a cap from the barracks of "B" Company, 34th Infantry, 
on 19 Ware, | | 

In the 24th Division's February history it was stated 
that the grave of an allied flier was found near the Oura 
Shock Corp's barracks on Kurakashi Shima but was unidentified 
Because of orders sent down from the chief of the Japanese 
Navy Department in Tokyo all secret and special papers 
were burned including information concerning $risoners of 
war, hence the pilot still remains unidentified although 
additional information concerning his plane and crew was 
devolved. The grave is that of a pilot whose plane was 
; en Wirte attacking the battleship "Hyuga" on 24 
July 1945. He was buried as mentioned. There were two 
other members in his crew; the body of one was burned in 
the plane and his ashes were buried on Kurakashi Shima 
but the grave has not been located; the other crew member, 
Luther Pope Johnson, Jr., CPO, U.S. Navy, was captured 


alive and sent to Ofuna Prisoner of War Camp near Tokyo, 
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CHAPTER IV 
REPATRIATION TO AND FROM JAPAN 


The 24th Division assumed direct responsibility for 
repatriation work in February and continued the duties 
through the month of March. When the American troops 
turned Hiroshima Prefecture over to the British Sermons 
wealth Occupation Forces the British assumed responsibility 
for the repatriation trains passing through their area. 

A few changes were adopted within the 24th Division 
on 25 March 1946: the Divin Artillery became respon- 
sible to relieve the guards of the 25th Division in Himeji, 
instead of the 21st Infantry doing this in Okayama as in 
the past; Fukuyama was established as a new exchange point 
where the BCOF guards would relieve the 24th Division 
detail; the 34th Infantry Regiment was designated to fur- 
nish the guards for repatriation trains originating in 
Osaka; and as of the 25th of March unit commanders were 
to become responsible for forming the guard detail to 
the exchange point in Fukuyama for all repatriation 
trains originating in their unit zones. 

During the month of March elements of the 24th 
Division furnished approximately 2,600 guards for 140 trains 


carrying six thousand repatriates. 
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CHAPTER V 
READJUSTMENT, REPLACEMENT AND RE-ENLISTMENT 


The month of March saw the iria of Regular Army 
enlisted men of which a large number were for the Field 
Artillery. In the latter part of the month a shipment | 
of newly trained men arrived from the. United States, 

This group included about fifty men who had studied bhe: 
Japanese language for a year or more at the University. 
of Minnesota. = = 

Replacements continued to trickle in from inactivated 
E units namely the 767th Tank Destroyer Battalion, tho 336204. 
Engineer È Baso Sur rvey Company, 3363rd Engineer Base Survey 
Company, and some. from units of the Visone Base. 

Total replacement s for March were sixty-eight officers, 
eight warrant OTA and 590 enlisted mon, 

Readjustment did not take a Very heavy toll from the 
Division during March because SARE those enlisted men with 
forty and forty-one points went to the sepp4cenent er 
Total losses of personnel were ne "NEL two 

warrant officers, and 247 enlisted. men, | 

Enlistments far overshadowed those for February rye 
"here were fifty-nine one year enlistments, 102 eighteen 


month enlistments, and twenty-nine three year enlistments. 
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This increase in men volunteering for service may be attribut- 
ed to a new War Department ruling that gave a stateside fur- 
lough to enlistees for one year or more if they had served 


overseas for six months. 
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CHAPTER VI 
SUPPLY AND. HOUSING 


Supply problems during the mont of March remained | more 
or less unchanged, Troop movements thet occured caused only 
minor transgressions from routine which were countered with 
a minimum of trouble, 

During March a campaign was pursued to have the units 
turn in all equipment in excess of their T/O and E, The 
Quartermaster Department loaded over one hundred railroad 
cars with stock and property that had been submitted as excess 
equipment from the several subordinate units of the Division. 

‚Destructive fires dealt a staggering blow to the 
housing situation within the Division, The first conflagratior 
stari ted about 0100 on 6 March, In aptroximately one hour and 
fifteen minutes, the tine it required to bring the fire under 
control, the building housing the kitchens and mess halls 
of Companies "A" and "B" and the nearby barracks of the lst 
Battalion Headquarters Company, 21st Infantry, were razed, 

On 28 March Division Headquarters Officer's quarters 
were devoured by hungry flames, and the following aay nine 
buildings including the AEP structure, the Command Post 
building, the Red Cross Club, Headquarters Company barrecks, 
the theater, and four buildings belonging to Company "A", 
24th Medical Battalion, at Division Artillery in Himeji were 
burnt down. 
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CHAPTER VII 
SPECIAL TRAINING 


ee 


Information and Education 


The extreme emphasis that is being placed upon education 
in the United States js pefisobed in the information and ed- 
ucation activities of the Army The 24th Division has inde-. 
fatigably striven to provide the Vera ansi of the Division 
with the highest degree of excellence in an I and E program. 

Education within the Division during March involved 
2553 men. Of this number, 1856 were enrolled in AEP unit 
school classes which were conducted in seven sucn Senders 
throughout. the Division. Correspondence courses through 
the Armed Forces Institute or directly from colleges were 
being studied by 697 men, | | 

A sincere effort has been made by the I and E Section 
of the 24th Division to install bulletin boards that. are 
bulletin boards of worthwhile intent. | 

The 19th Infantry opened a regimental-library 14 March, 

Towards the end of the month the I and E officers of . 
the Division attended an intensive course of study at the 
Eighth Army I and E school in Yokohama. The material STA 
sented embraced the scope and latest neenede and objectives 
of I and E work in the command. The SehooY wae scheduled to 

18 | 
RES T RI © TED 


p" 


bo 
ico 
Has 
o ÓN 
iH 
a 
jt 
iv 


operate for enlisted I and E personnel in April. 
| The Division I and E Section continued to furnish 
subject matter for the Sunday night WLKH radio program 


"Week in Review," 


The Spring program that received its impetus in Feb- 
ruary was given vigorous support during March throughout all 
units of the 24th Division. i 

Thé "All-Star" basketball team that represented the 
Division in ‘the Japanese Baskstball Tournament at Sendai EN 
capably carried the 1 banner. The team fought ius Way to A 
final play- off and lost a bitterly cont est ted ne on 12: 
March to the 11th Airborne. five. by the close score of 35-34, 

This same 24th Division team left for Kobe, 27 March, to 
test their skill in the Kobe Base Tournament that was to be 
played in April, 
| Basketball teams in the Division continued a rather full 
schedule, | | È 

Within the Division Headquarters area boxing classes fer 
novices were inaugurated on the twenty-fifth of the month. 
And on:28 March the: Division's gymnasium was completed. The 
34th Infantry instituted.a serious boxing. program with sixtye- 
four candidates reporting. . ES (d s fe en l 

Football seems to have wormed its way into the athletic 

program as a Spring spert in Japan, on 4 March sanas don 
i 29 | 
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RESTRICTED 
the 19th and 21st Regiments began piscine the pigskin in 
erario ter ai game scheduled for 6 April as part of the 
Army Day celebrationi 4 \ 

The entertainment field literally abounded with substance 
in March. Units of Division Artillery enjoyed three USO shows | 
"Dear Ruth", "Gilbert and Lee Varieties", and Edwina Eustis, 
eoncert singer. "Dear Ruth" also played to a 19th Infantry 
audience e | 

The 34th Infantry finished its new Dragon Playhouse in 
time for the first USO show of the month. Two billings were 
fulfilled; on 20 March the "Gilbert and Lee Varities" were 
presented, followed by Edwina Eustis on the twenty-fifth, 

Division Headquarters played host to the USO shows 
already mentioned above, plus "Blossom Time," an all-Japanese | 
musical on the thirtieth of March, "Blossom Time" then 
visited the 21st Infantry Regiment's newly improved theater, 

The USO shows and motion picture entertainment were 
supplemented by progr ms sponsored ty local talent in the 
Division Headquarters area. On 20 March a hilarious show 
entitled "Truth or Consequences", modeled after the national, 
radio program of the same name, was presented, On 23 and 24 
March a seven act verieties bill was staged by Soldier Show 
Team Nos 3; a unit which produces soldier stage entertainment 
with amateur talent recruited from army personnel, 

The Division Headquarters area cinema house is now 
officially MPWA as the Harold He Moon theater, As part of 
the dedication program which was broadcasted by KLEE, General 
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Lester delivered the dedicatory speech in which he named the 
theater in honor of Private First Claas Moon whose heroic | 
action of almost single-handedly breaking up a Japanese 
counter-attack on the newly-won beachhead at Leyte, 21 
SOTTO 1944, merited his béing posthumously awarded ches 


Congressional Medal, of Honor, 
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OF 30 MARCH 1946 


COORD INE 





22 DIVISION UNITS 


Co! j (892, 4-1995.8) 


(892.4-1294.8) ' 
(892.4-1294, 8j 


(802.4-1294.8* 


(392:4-1294.8) : 
(392.4-1294.8) : 
(892,4-1294.8). 
(892.4-1294,8) 


Co A, 24th Mod Bn (973 41317 .8) 
Co B} 24th Med.Bn (893.4. -1284) 
Co D, 24th Med Bn. (852-1159) 
34 Ensr Combat Bn (892,4-1294,8) 
24th Meez Cav Ren Tr (802,4-1294.,8) 
24th Div Arty (-)- (973.4-1317.8) 
Lith. FA Bn (=) (958-1212) 
Sv Btry, 11th FA Bn T (983.31300. 5) 
52d FA Bn. YA (983.3-1300,5) 
19th Inf (=) l (846-1157) 
3d Bn, 19th -Inf (864..1156) 
Cn Co, 19th Inf ‚=. (864-1156) 
cats inf (=) (892.0--1294.5) 
2d:Bn, 21st Inf (806-1392) 
Co Gy 21st. Inf (924-1393) 
Co E) 21st Inf (334-1386) 
34th” Inf (=) -- "(971.0=12316.0) 
ist Bn, Yeu Inf. (1036.1-1307,8 
UNITS AZIACHED TO 24TH INF DIV 
MED UNITS 
656th Med Clr Co (893-1284) 


(892.4-1224..8) 
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Himeji 
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176th OM Lary Det 
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MISCELLANEOUS | 

724 News Team po E (892,4..1294.,8) 
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CHAPTER. 1 
. INTRODUCTION 


April. April in. Japeo, . April in 1946 and the 24th 
Infantry Division completed. its seventh month of occupa- 
tion duty in the land of the Nipponese. EL was the month 


\ 


of the famed cherry bics ! ms which the American troops 
were able to witness. Int the land of the endless rice: 
patties and swampy barley fields an: occa asional. ‘change 
in the landscape’ is. always welcome, But regardless of 
the time of the year military duties must be vigilantly 
‘pursued and in the case of the 24th Infantry Division the 
job is to occupy its zone of responsibility in Japan. 
The highlight of the month was closer relationship 
between the American and British occupational forces. 
There were several groups of British officers in the 
Division area, wich included a visit on 4 April by 


i 


Major General D. Tennant Cowan, Commanding General of 

the British Indian Divisicn in Japan. The British | 

General arrived in the Gkavama Station where he was met 

by a formal reception party headed by General Saa: 

The guard of honor. was composed of men from: the 21st | 

Infantry Regiment, and the 24th Division band provided 
| 


military music for the occasion. - 


After the guard of honor was inspected by General 


De 


Cowan the commanding generals and their staffs AAA 
to the Division Command Post area where, in the office of 
General Lester, a personal conference was held to discuss 
ways and means of novias and expeditirg coordination 
between the United States troons and the British Common- 


wealth Occupation Forces. Lt. cola Saunders, an English 





officer, journe ed to Okayama for a reconnaissance tour 
oh 17 April. Brigadier General McNaughton, BCOF, and 
several members of his E condueted a short inspection 
tour of the 19th Regiment's zone of responsibility on 
Shikoku which the BCOF are to occupy in the near future. .. 
General NeNaughton was welcomed by an honor guard composed 
of men from Company "B, M 19th Infantry. The Regimental. 
Band provided the military music. A British liaision 
officer remained in the area after the General's Hark 
left, to plan and coordinate. the transfer of the zone 0 
from the Americans to the British! | | 

Colonel La L. Wheeler, Commanding Officer of the 34th . 
Regiment until the 15th of April was awarded the Legion of 
Merit for exceptionally meritorious duty performed in-the 
Southwest Pacific on intermittent missions from 9 July 
1942 to 16 December 1944. | The decoration was presented. 
to Colonel ' "heeler by General Lester. ‚on 17 April. 

On the 26th of April the Division was host to 140. 


"Ladies from Hell." This is the nickname earned by the 
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Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders in. the First World War 
when the kilted Scotch soldiers charged the German 
trenches, The 1st Batta) lion of the Highlanders marcned. 
from the Okayama railway station to the Division Head- . 
quarters parade grounds, preceeded by the. 24th Division 
Band. ed of spectators, wit. lined the sides. 
of the streets, watched with admiration the snap and 
precision of the Camerons as they stepped along the 
dusty roads of Okayama. 

The following day the Scotch Battalion held a: 
formal retreat parade on the drill field of the Division 
Command Post. The ceremony included the famous slow 
march of the dineros: and pessing in review before 
General Lester and his staf if. The retreat was a double 
ceremony for the col ors of both the United States and 
Britain. General Lester spoke at the parade and expressed 
his appreciation to the Highlanders and commended them 
on their excellent discipline and drilling. 

The Pipe and Drum section of the Queen's Highlanders 
entertained the troops of the Division Headquarters and 
nearby units in the Harold Moon Theater on the evenings 
of the twenty-sevehth and twenty-eighth with Scottish 
folk dances and reels, The 24th Division Band partic. 
ipated in the program and upon special request of Lt. 


Col. MacClean, Commanding Officer of the Cameron Battalion, 


da 


~~ 


played their splendid ‘arrangement of "The American Patrol," 
twice. | l 

The Highlanders proceeded to Himeji on the 29th to 
visit the 34th Regiment. They Were scheduled to travel to: 
Shikoku for a short stay with the 19th inesntayi dn May. 

The most striking characteristic of April, and one 
which lent itself admirably to the general welfare of the 
entire 24th Division, was its unprecedented tranquility. 
The reign of peace was conducive to an exeellent Infor- 


mation and Education program and Special Service activities. 


CHAPTER II 


WA ACTIVITIES 


The month of April saw a large influx of enlisted 
Scans Tato the 24t ih Infantry Division. Compared: with 


March almost four times as many men came into the Division. 
WA 


“ 


in April as in that month. This high figure is attribut- 
able to the inactivation | of the 4th Engineer Brigade from 
which over one tho usand replacements came. Approximately 
80 per cent of these men were former irifantrymen who had 
been in Re Cones of Engineers for a short length of time 
only, while die rénaining 20 per cent of the men were. 
‘engineer trained personnel. | | 

ARE ar Army pers sonnel are coming into the Division 
in increasing numbers. During April Regular Army men were 
ESOS avos for the following branches: Infantry, Field 
Artiller fy, Engineers, and Quartermaster. 

The aggregate number of enlisted personnel fiat WAS 
assigned to the Division for the month of April was 1,902, 
which placed the enlisted strength slightly over T/0. 

Units inactivating contributed most of the thirty- 
five officers who came into the Division during the. 
month. One warrant officer reported to the organization 
in April. The officer situation at the end of the month 


- 
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vemadned unstable. Over twice the number of officers 
received into the Division for April were redeployed to 
the States: the figure was Seventyesix. , Whereas the 
six hundred enlisted men redeployed in April were off- 
set by more than three times as ma any replacements, 
Not only were a large number of officers. redeployed 

but forty-one were transferred from the 24th Division 
to other organizations in the Pacific theater upon direct- 
ion from higher hecdquenters o fits went to GHQ, AFPAC,. 
seven moved to Eighth Army, three reported to I Corps,. 
fifteen were assigned to XXIV Corps, four. joined the 11th 
Airborne Division, .two went to the Yokohama Base, six were | 
transferred to the 94th Military Government, and one officer. 
was sent to the Third Military Railway Service. | 

l Approxima tety one hundred. officers and men were reas. 
signed to the United States: «under provisions of. the War 
Department Circular 57 which: permits the reassignment ‚of 
personnel of the service who: havo lost members of their 


families whilo serving in the Armed Forces, 
BesEnlistienks. 


Enlistments: in the Regular Army reached the total of 
ninety-seven men: during the month of: April. i Fifty-three 
men volunteered for one year, twenty-two- signed for. eighteen 
months, and twenty-two chose to serve for an additional 


three years, 
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CHAPTER III 
G=2 ACTIVITIES . 
^. The Japanese Election 


Probably the most ihportañt event for the month of 
April for. the Japanese, and one which demanded castani | 
watch by the American Occupation Forces, was the general . 
election, This ection was to begin the long, tedious. 
task of inculcating the Japanese people with the ideals 
of democratic principles. 

Much of the editorial space of the Nipponese news- 

papers was devoted. to the parties, their gandi dates Ana 
platforms. For the serious thinking Jap it was quite. 
clear that the absorption of the American conception | 
or democracy by the Japanese, would not be an overnight 
miracle. An editorialist writing in the "Godo" Shinbun, . 
Okayama Prefecture, issue of 1 April 1946, reminded the 
populace that the future looks dark. And in speaking 
for the Japanese public he stated; "We cannot help 

but conclude that a democratic. Japan still lies in the 
distant future. The people seem to be marching towards 
democracy but actually they are marking tire." 

A A great deal of emphasis was placed on woman suf- - 
frage in the election and several lady candidates care 
ried on vigorous campaigns. - 


E 


. Prior to the voting day the attitude of the people ` 
was sampled and - it appeared that appr oximately 80 per cent 
of the people were not interested in the election because 
of the preoccupation with food and clothing ‘problems. Some 
of the potential voters declared that they did not see any 
. sense in holding an election as they believed that the 
Japanese government was Deine run by SCAP. Others believ- 
ed that the large part of the candidatés were not capable 
of holding office but: were merely seeking personal aggran- 
dizement and publicity. o 3 

The voting returns indicate that the people must have 
felt some compunction concerning their attitude, and then 
too, the urgent pleas of the newspspers and participants |. 
of various meetings may have awakened the sleeping Nips. to 
the state of | the pressing times, because about 70 per cent 
of the: eligible voters mene: to the polls on ii 
10 April 1946. | 

The election stations were placed under surveillance 
of American patrols whose reports show that for the most 
part the polls were operated in ‘conformity with the election 
laws... u | | 

At the conclusion of the ballot casting, interviewers 
questioned some of the voters and 4t was disclosed that. most 
of them were satisfied with dts conduct but a few conplaints 


were registered---compla inte are always expected. when ‚human 


a 


beings Go something for the other human beings. 

The gripes ranged from those of fishermen who came in 
from their daily chores only to find the polls closed to 
the age-old cry of fraud. Fraud did exist to a certain 
extent as shown by a report from the 19th Infantry regard- 


‚ing Ehime Ken, This list of seventy-eight violations 


was received: 


‘Bribery’ | i 4 cases 
Officials backing cardidates 1 case, 
Interference with speech l 3 cases, 
Interference with the election 11 cases 
Violations of official regulations 1 case 

Other minor violations i 58 cases 


Japanese police made arrests whenever possible. 

The quality of the election was influenced by the 
fact that the Japanese do not use a printed ballot but 
require each voter to write the name of the candidate 
on the ballot hence, much time was wasted and many of 
them were disqualified because of illegibility. Other 
© ballots were not able to be counted because ta seeps. 
used them as means of correspondence to write letters 
to General MacArthur. | 

‘The ma jor parties were the Liberals, Communists, 
Socialists, Progressives, and Cooperatives. And of 
course, there were many independent candidates. The 
election was carried by the Liberal party with the 
Socialists showing a decided increase. The Communists 


placed five candidates in the Diet. Thirty-nine women 


vom 


were victorious in their quest for Diet seats. 





Riots and Di sorders 


There were es ugly scenes enacted during the month 
of April but fortunately they were not directed at the Seel: 
pation troops. The trouble stemmed mainly from the Korears, 
WALA some of the turbulence being instigated by the Japanese. - 

On the fittn and sixth of April approximately 150 Koreans, - 
Formosans, and Chinese were involved ina series of fights 
in Kobe City. The Sekten never really reached the trije riot 
stage ad though one Korean was ‚shot and killed. The trouble 
- has been attributed to disekherket functions and was hand 
led solely by the Japanese police. 

| In Sakaide City, Kagawa Ken, a group of Koreans. held a 
demonstration for the purpose of releasing a Korean priponer 
jailed for blackmarket activities. And they also claimed | 
that a band of thirty-five Nips were armed and were roaming 
the city. ?he demonstration was dispersed without any vio- 
lence, (It was revealed that this same group had been involv- 
ed in a disturbance on Shodo Island in February and are mem- 
bers of "The League of Koreans Residing in Japan" with head- 
quarters in Takamatsu City. The information phat the Koreans 
had given to. the. police about. the thirty-five armed Japanese 
WAS prowse false and it is believed they had fabricated ! the 


story for their own protection. 


do 


On y jd a westbound train. stopped at Okayama, 
station and when two Japanese policemen passed through the 
train checking passengers a body of Koreans overpowered 
them, took their pistols, and then tied them up, The 
American MPs questioned the Koreans and then turned them . 
over to the Japanese authorities. 

A theater in Takasado abe seven miles SE of Himeji 
was the censo a tragedy when the Korean manager of the 
us was shot and killed by a former Japanese | 
sailor who attempted to sneak into, the show without buy- 
ing a ticket. | 

The 34th Infantry reported that four Koreans were 
thwarted in an attempt to rob some Japs on the night of. 
11 April. One of the assailants was caught and when he. 
was searched, two full magazines of 45 caliber ammunition 
were uncovered. A US 45 caliber pistol was found in a 
nearby field. Further questioning of the Korean led to 
the divulgence of the names of other Koreans which the 
Nip police ehould. check, The Army began an investigation . 
to determine the owner of the weapon. | 

The belligerent attitude of the Koreans can possibly | 
be accounted for. in a report from the 19th Infantry tel- 
ling about disturbances occuring on the Island of Shikoku. 
The Koreans contend that ey are no longer subject to 


Japanese rule and law, a contention that is not founded. 


«bes 


One Japanese riot blemished the record for April as 
far as Jap conduct for the month is concerned, The Mitsui 
Shipyard at Tama, twelve miles south of Okayama, was the. 
setting for a Nipponese brawl. on the afternoon of 21 April. 
The scene which was enacted was not spontaneous because the. 
event was almost inevitable. Japanese youths, travelling 
in bands of twenty to thirty, had been boarding Japanese 7 
merchant ships in the harbor and demanding food, tobacco, 
and money, and if refused they would proceed to use violent. 
methods to collect them. The local officials ignored the 
pleas of the ship captains to brovide protection, and to 
try and prevent further incidents. The sailors decided 
to act on their own hence, when an aggregation of local. 
pillagers attempted to use strong arm methods, on the par- 
ticular afternoon in question, they were met by a force of 
about four hundred seamen, and the foray which ensued left 
nineteen persons suffering from knife wounds or severe 
bruises. The Re police apprehended ten supposedly 
ringleaders, and the American Military Government and CIC 


‘placed the situation under close scrutiny. 


Intelligence Targets 


There was no slackening in the pursuit of intelligence 
targets for the month. The main elements of the Division. - 


working in conjunction with, and on orders from, G-2, G-3, 


Puller 


and Enemy Procenty Babtich made their continuous patrols 
of factories, terrain, and schools. - 

Among the factories investigated was the Kojima Weav- 
ing Company in Ogawa, fourteen miles southwest of Okayama. 
The 21st Infantry reports that this firm manufactured 
1000 raincoats and uniforms per day during the war and is 
now turning out civilian clothing at the same rate, The 
19th Infantry Regiment found that the Nissan Mishima 
Silk Factory in Mishima on Shikoku is producing.a heavy |. 
grade of silk for exportation to the United States. 

Before the surrender the company producéd 120 pounds. 

of silk per day and now is turning out eighty-three 
pounds per day. The Minawa lura Copper Mine which is ——— 
located forty-four miles southwest of Tokushima City. 

put out six hundred tons of copper per month but is 

now only producing slightly less than half that amount. 
The 24th Division Artillery CORTA the following: 
incompleted items from the Kobe Steel Works: 30 moun- 
tain guns, 30 tank guns, 20 anti-aircraft gunas 304 
anti-tank guns,. 43 lisht tanks, 42 sets of light tank 
armor, plate, 10 sets of light tank parts, 32 sets of 
auto gyro driving gear, 158 barrels for mountain gente. 
140 barrels for anti-tank guns, 74 anti-aircraft barrels, 
20 engineering carriages, and numerous parts for tank: 


and artillery weapons. 
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. Floating mines continue to appear and reappear, and 
despite warnings from the American Army some Japs insist 
„on touching them... In the vicinity of Muroto Saki, Shikoku, 
two Nips’ towed a mine to ‘shore safely, and then when their 
. friends and inhabitants of the village became alarmed at 
the appearance of tho mine the mon tried to tow it back 
out to sea and in doing so it exploded and tie donk of 
‘the men and seticusly wounded the other, Near Akacaka y 
eleven miles southeast of Koshiy Shikoku, a mine drifted 
ashore and exploded but no casualties resulted aha there 
was very little dt damrago. di 

The 24th Reconnaissance T troop toa an ui 

amount of explösives stored in eight blcekhóuses in the 
hills west of Okayama Airport. At the close ‘of the month 
the 21st Regiment was inventorying the storage houses. 

Eighteen. high- -explosive aeri al bombs were found by 
the 11th Field Artillory TATA tn a cave near Takuma, 


Shikoku, and were properly disposed of, 


5 


ci 
Ten twi c 


ilure To C coup Wath Surrender Ter 


The 36th Military Government inspected the schoo ols in 
Okavama Ken and disclosed that there was a laxness in com- 
plying with SCAP directives. The principal of the Psuyama 
Girl's School told i that he spoke only good 


things about the occupation troops because he was forced to 


and that whenever he rentioned anything ill about Japan 
he really meant well. 

The chief of Tsuyama Village in speaking before the 
graduating class of the Youth School, told the young people 
that 1t-was their responsibility in the near-future to 
recover the Sahne lands presently being occupied by 
foreign troops. 

It was also disclosed that the Japanese schools are 
not restoring sports because of lack of sporting goods, 
ignorance of the athletic teachers as to group games, 
and the fact that in rural areas the students were 
spending fifteen hours a week working in the fields. 

| Many unauthorized books, maps; charts, and mil- 
itary training aids are being retained in the schools 
and no attempt has been mede to remove ultra-nation- 
alistic or militaristic teachers, 

Military Government initiated action to insure the 
correction of these Japanese deficiencies and laxness. 

There were no PO, any sabotage or willful 
destruction received nor was there any vital terrain 


information discovered during April. 


CHAPTER IV 
G-3 ACTIVITIES 


fealignment of Troops 


Maak eme Na dr ee n 


There were few ss of major unit headquarters of 
the 24th Infantr- Division during the month of April. 
The Division Teadquarters and Speciel Troops remained 
at Okavama as did the 2lst Regiment and the 3ra Eng- 
ineers, The 19th Infantry maintained its command post 
in Kochi on Shikoku and the 34th Regiment was engaged 
in establishing itself in Vimeji after having completed 
the movement of its headquarters im March 

"owever, there were ee battalinn and company 
moves made during the month. Company "E," 34th Infantry, 
departed from Himeji and. made a short move to Kobe, on 
3 April. The 34this con ud splaced from Pine ji 
to Nishinomiya on 7 Anril, and the next day the and Bate 
talion, 34ta Infantry, minus Companies "E" and "F," moved 
. to Camp Kanocho near Kobe. | 

The 2nd Battalion,. Slst Infa intrv, had displaced 
several of its elenents to Okevema during March and on 
4 April Company "E" and the remainder of ‚Headquarters 
and "leadqvarters Compa ny dep arted from pane and arrived 
in Okayama. Companies ngu and "H" kent their locations 


“in Tottori and Yona zo respe ctively, 
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Division Artillery controlled its elements from Nibuno 
until the tenth of Avril. when its Headquarters and Head 
quarters Battery moved to Kakogawa. Company "A," 24th Ked- 

ical Battalion, followed Division Artillery to Fakogawa on 
12.April, On the thirteenth the Service Battery of the 
11th Field Artillery Battalion proceeded from Kakogawa to 
Komatsujima, . | 

The station list in the apnendix provides a comnlete 
dist of ali units of the Division and their locations, 

Four units left the 24th Infantry Division in the month 
of April. On 15 April the 176th Quartermaster Laundry 
Detachment inactivated per an Eighth Army letter order. 
Company "B," 1874th Enginserine Aviation Battalion, depar- 
ed from Okayama for Kobe after being relieved. of operational 
control of the 24th Division. Three days later the 1st Mage 
‘azine Platoon, 636th Ordnance Amrunition Company left the 
Division, end on 30 April the 72nd News Team was relieved 
from attachment to the 24th Division. 

The 40th Malaria Control Detachnent-avrived in Okayana 
and became attached to the 24th Infantry Division as of 11 
April. | 

| —Adnvance parties went to the Island of vyushu in April 
for the purpose of making surveys and recommendations for 
the proposed move of the 24th Division which is expected 


to be made in the early part of the sumrer. The advance 


avo 


echelons are placing high priority on the arrangement of 


housing for dependents of the oceupation troops, 


Operations and Training 


ni: Dre einer 


Routine Al E patrols were 
dispatched regularly throughout the month of April with” 
special groups having bos AA to patrol the voting 
polls for the Japanese. general election. Their activity 
and reports have been discussed in Chapter IIT. 

The individual and small unit training program which 
was initiated in February and carried out through March 
and April was put to the test this month. From the 24th 
to the 30th of April training tests were participated in 
by all units and reponit indicate that the preparation 
for, and conduct of, the examinations was entered into 
with spirit and determination. The tests were designed 
to show the progress made by the organizations in the 
training phase and have served an additional two-fold 
purposes (1) to point out deficiencies and (2) to aid 
in the formulation of future training pians and schedules, 

The 2ist Infantry began the construction of a 
machine gun range and planned to have it completed in 


order that firing could commence by the first of May. 


The repatriation problem. has had most of its wrinkles 


Y: 


ironed. cut. and the handling of the trains is now quite 
routine, | a 7 u 

‘During April ninety-three trains with a total of 972 
cars carrying 41,205 repatriates passed through the 24th 
Division's zone. of responsibility. The Division furnished 
guard details aggregating 1,974 men. The guards came nce 
from the 34th Infantry and the 13th and 63rd Field Artillery 
Battalions with the 2lst Infantry sunnlving fifty-four enlist- 


ed ren for nine of the details. 


x n 


CHA! TAR R V 
G-4 ACTIVITIES 


“The main item on LL ts Office of the 
AC of ins in additi 1 to its normal functions, was 
rt the movement of the 24th Division from the 
18 sland of Tong hu to the Tsiand of Kyushu, which is to 
TAKE place in the early paru of the summer. | 
Troop movement officers from the offices of. G+3 and 

G- 4 worked in conjunction in a ranging to move as much 

of the Division as possible ‘by rail. Some water trans- 
nortation will be necessary for ‘equipment which is too: 

ì 

Jánge for nassage through railroad tunnels. 
a It has bee en estimated that be etween ninety ‘and ninéty= 
six tra inloads will be required to tra insnort ‘the troops 
and equipmen (t of the Division, The components of these 
trainloads will be varied comb ina tions ‘of twenty-five 
flat cars, thirty- Five gondol a cars, fifty box N and 
twelve passenger cars. | | 
he Ga ode maintained contact with the British 
see se for the purpose ‘of coordinating movement 
of our troons from areas which the British are to assume 
control. se 


9 liaison officer was sent io: Kobe Base to, facilitate 


tapa 


and expedite supnly transactions for Division. 

The 21st Infantry's 5-4 na were inspects cd by 
‘Major Al lbright from Gra Section, Eighth Army, and Lt. Col, 
Otey from the 24th Division IG office. 

The program which was instituted to effect a reduction 
of surnlus quartermaster Savirhent acrorá“ng-to. current T/O 
and E was completed and ten rail cars of excess equipment 
and five cars of selvage ecuipment were shinved to Fobe Base 


Quartermaster in April. 
Housing 


Ever cognizant of the desirability for providing adequate 
anà comfortable housing and facilities all units continued 
to improve their areas during April. 

The 21st Infantry renorted that 1, ‚671 steel wall Jock- 
ers and 3,590. pillows Were procured and issued t^ \roughout 
the regiment, And its 2nd Battalion vigorouslv worked to 
construct new latrines anā to Screen in the mess halls in 
their new location in Okayama. 

Units of herpa Division Artillery were busily engaged 
in construction work. In the Kakogawa area barracks were 
built for NEN: Battery of Division Artillery and a 
‚new Command Post was set up. A chapel for the Send Field 
Artillery Battalion was erected, 


In Fimeji area construction was carried on for 


Dis 


command posts for the 13th and 63rd Field Artillery Rat- 
‘talions. | 

The Third Engineer arios end the 24th Signal 
Company worked together to set un a tent city to serve as 
the BOQ for the Division Headquarters junion officers to 
renlace the frame-steucturo BOQ which was consuned by 


flames in Faren, 


re PD 


- CHAPTER VI. 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 


Troop Information Program 


Poi 








Ta) ring advantage of one of DEA best media for dissem- 
inati ine news and general information -- newspapers -- the 
24th Division Information and Education Of "ice. supervised 
the distribution of the following. paners: "Stars and Strives," 
2,750 daily; "En Corns," an I Cors” issre, 2, 500 on Sundays ; 
"Mainichi," a Japanese pub »eation, 2000 daily; "V.pay ," 
the news sheet printed by the I and E office of the 24th 
Divisicn Headquarters, 1300 daily; "Y-Day ' Weekly agaz zine," 
emanating from the Division I and E ns oes 1500 ‘Weekly, 

The V- -Day Weekly Magazine devoted several worthy pages 
| of each is sve to a brief treatment of the history of all 
units of the Division in an endeavor to foster bigh esprit 
de corns within the 24th Infantry Division. 

several of the Units "ublished their own newspapers. 
The 19th Infantry provides its troors with the daily "Chick 
News" which has improved and developed inform and content. 
"Diamond te is ihe daily pane” of vie 2lst Infantry and 
can be justly aoe of its work. ne 34th Regiment's 
"Dragon News ," a weekly product, ı maintained its usue d 
high. standards. The Ly paner "Eager B aver," inaug- 


urated in March in the 3rd Engineering Battalion, continued 


sage 


improvement in form and content. 


‘Publications from higher he 


du 
w 


dquarters which were sert 


í 


out to companies ivi n neues *Naptalk,! 

a weekly VQ, APPAC issue which was discontinued: on 24 April; 
“Octagram," weekly Eighth Army I and E digest; Information 
Kits which included, such we Fly p press items as tipe, 
"Newsweek," "New York Times:" and monthly periodicals like 
"Reader's Digest," and the USAFI Information and ews Bul- 
letin. In this category comes du Essay Contest Bul- 
letirs, Special Pamphlets, and I and B Magazine rits which 
contain technical and special periodi :^is forwarded se the 
“regiments through the AEP, 

“Units of the Division also had at their disposal 
various other items nanely tne I and E Troop Information 
Program Source l'aterial Shet, and such articles as the Sec- 
retary of War's adiress to the troons overseas, and the 
Potsdam Declaration. | 

One Kethod long used b the Army to present information 
to the individual soldier was the lecture ‘and discussion 
period referred to as the Orientation Hour. This mode of 
disseminating information is now formally called the Troop 
‚Information Four. Within the 24th Division the headquarters 
directs the subordinate units to cover certain topics and 


to use the lesson nlan method of prenaration and presen- 


tation. During Anril three subjects were emnloyed: (1) 


ADE 


Unit and Division History, (2) Why re the Jap- 
anese People, and .(3) Ihe Work of the Àrmy. The lesson 
plans that have. been submitted to Division Headquarters 
are being used to build up a reference Troop Informatioh 


Hour, file. 


Armed Forces Radio Service 


Station WIKH, the Armed Forces Radio Service branch 
located in the 24th Division Uda area continued © 
to broadcast superior programs which provided both enters 
tainment dnd information. During April the station pre~ 
sented five news broadcasts daily and on Sunday ros 
the "Week in Review" was aired, This weekly ‘feature, the 
material of which is. prepared by the joint cooperation 
of the staffs of Division Leadquarters, the I and E 
office, and WLKH, is written at the latest possible 
ombre Le insure a compete coverage of pertinent infor- 
ata | | | 

The radio audience includes many listeners because 
of the ercellent facilities available within the 24th 
Division. I and E receivers were issued out at a ratio 
of apnroximately one to thirty men. Special Service 
radio receivers were made availeble and the Post Exchanges 


offered a reasonably large sunnly of radio sets for sale.. 








- Army Education Program 


An unflinching campaign is continually being waged. 
to keep the men of the 24th Division interested in. taking 
advantage of the fine educational opportunities which are. 
availcble to them. E 

The 19th and 21st Regiments were fortunately not inter- 
rupted in Ehei AEP set up but the 34th Infantry ia 
Artillery found it necessary to make many adjustments. The . 
34th has been engaged in troon mevements. The Artillery 
Section of the Division started the month with the serious 
handican of having had its facilities and structure. destroyed: 
by Tire in the last few davs in March. But ‘the educational 
program was not to be daunted as by the middle of the month 
a few classes had been resumed and by the end of April a 
full schedule was in progress. 

Exclusive of enrollments of personnel of the 34th 
Infantry ih schools operated by I Corps Headquarters there 
were 1,471 individuals enrolled. in the AEP, and 383 men 


were pursuing corresnondence and self-teaching courses, 


$ 


Vimem © 


Visits and Visitors 


The'I and È program of the 24th Division received 
several distinguished visitors during the ronth of April. 
On AAA and twelfth Colonel R. G, Gerd, I and E 
"Officer GEQ, AFPAC, and Eajor Dean, I and E Officer, 
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Headquarters I Corns, visited the Division to acquaint | 


themselves with the I and E activities of the organization - 
as both recently assumed their offices. 
| Major General R. B. Woodruff, Comranding General, 
I Corps, insnected the Okayama Area School which serves 
the 24th Division Zeadquarters, the 21st Infantry, 3rd 
Engineer Battalion, and the members of the 24th Medical 
Battalion stationed in Okayama. | 
On 16 and 17 April, Captain R. R. Andrews, Assistant 
I aná E Officer, Eighth Army, as a member of the Eighth 
Army Insrection Team on Training, critiqued the AEP and 
I and E set un of the 24th Division, He stated that the 
fact that 16 per cent of the Division strength was enroll- 
ed in the ALP was ercellent and that I and E was progress~_ 
tng favorably. | | 
The 24th Division I and E office sent out represent» 


.atives to the subordinate units during April who conduct- 
. ed incidental inspections of the I and I activities, 
Their reports indicated that all units are cooperating 


whole-heartedly in the I and F field, 


-€ 





Division Officer's and Specialist's Schools 


Nine schools were operated in April. Two classes 
were conducted for company officers. The eight spec- 


ialist's schools were for Cooks and Bakers, Clerks and 
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Typist's, Linemen, Installers and Renairers, Message Cen- 
ter, Switchboard Operstors,. Motor Mechanics, and Buglers. 
The school scheduled a class for company armorer-artificers 


to open.in May. 


2: 


‘CHAPTER VII 
SPECIAL SERVICE 
USO and Soldier Shows 


The entertainment field was prolific during the month 
of April. Several USO shows toured the 24th Division and 
provided superb diversion for the troops, The "Bobby Gil- 
bert Sparkling Varieties" nerformed on the stages of the 
unit thenters from the second to the fifteenth. The "Frances 
Brock Review," an all-colored show, journeyed through the ' 
Division'area from the ninth to the twenty-ninth of the 
month. "Farlem Verieties" was a USO show thet helped pass. 
the time for the members of the Division bein: one of 
those "also ran" theatrical troupes. ‘This zroun was per- 
formin: in the Division in the middle of the month. 

The visit of the Scotch Highlanders, which was really 
a military event, can also be considered as a form of enter- 
tainment because their dances were really desizned for that 
purpose, 

The musical comedy "Ginsham Girl" played before aud- 
lences of the 34th Infantry ‘and elements of Division 
Artillery. The lst Battalion, 34th Infantry, had the 
unique experience of witnessing the Jananese version of. 
"Carmen," which was staged in Takerazuka. 


The Soldier Show "Victory Variety" was presented on 


DIE 


4 and 5 April in the theaters of Division sentare and 
the 21st Infantry. Another Soldier Show "Broadcast" pre- 
sented a popular music program in the Division from the. 
third to the fifteenth.. And on ll Avril "Bar V Haneh,' 

a hill-billy svectacle, was enjoyed. by the ren of Division 


Feadovarters and the 21st Infantry. 


Pilot 
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Alwa:ss a favorite form of entertainment, motion nice 
. tures were widely used during Anril. A total of 295 films 
were booked for the entire 24th Division with most units 
being fortunate enough to have a movie every night unless 
a stage show was in IN | 7 

The majority of units take pride in their theaters am 
continually work on them to make improvements, The 19th 
Infantry enlarged the stage of Pavne Fall and the 3r Bat- 
talion of the Regiment also remodeled its stage. To replace 
their burnt-out movie houses the 13th and 63rd Field Artillery 
„constructed new tneaters. 

| The 3rd Engineer Battalion now has a unique arransement 
as for military show houses. In the month of April they 
completed a new outdoor theater with a fixed screen and. a 


rather fully equinned projection room. 


Athl etios 


e rt aie a rie ya 


À splendid sports program has been fostered within 
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the ce PAV EEDE on. both” an Entra end inter-divisional 
level. bet IE 

Volley dell and. soft pill Pee Sea were the rain 
items in the inbra-divisional bracket. All compa nies with- 
da the 24th. Divisi n sponsored teams fore at least. one, 
an usualiy both, of these sports and entered them into 
competition. On Shikoku, Company "I"-of the "Rock of 
Chickamauga" Infantry won the regimental voller ball 
championship by defeating the teams of Service Company 

and the 2nd Battalion Medical Detachment ina four same 
series. | 

A postponed football game between the 19th and -21st 
Regiments was played the afternoon of 20 ADELI ‘on the field 
of, the 2lst- Infantry. The "dimleto" Literally had a field 
dam. becasue | N épaHblad the 19th Infantry Seven eo: 
the short end of a 41-0 score. 

In preparation for inter. “di visional contests in. 
baseball, boxing, and track ‘the five major units of the 
path Division; Special Troons, 19th, 21st, and 34th Règ- 
iments, and Division Artillery, calledrovt teams on'a ` 
regi mental level in these: three sports. The baseball + 
teams were groomed . for particip tion dn “the Southern 
Japan tourney y. which weer ine: ae by i Corns,’ ‘with 
competit “on acie Lo commence tre first of lay. 


Boxing aspirants. were “urged to don their gloves and 


nad 


-contend for positions on the boxing teams of their respec- 
“tive organizations, which will participate in on intcrdivisioml. 
"tournament i5 start in mid-May. Training-boxing bouts were 
held. t^rouzhtout April in most of the units, The 21st Infantry 
"has set sorti rings; one in the gymnasium, and one outside 
‘to take advantage of good weather. 
Track men wore called out to eet ih trim for «dual 

‘meets to be held com: eneinz li Kay. The 21st Infantry was 
able to scout for track performers for its regimental team 
in two inter-company track mects held in April. Comnany "C" 
captured ton honors on both occasions. 

| The 24th Division entered a team in the Kobe Base 
Basketball Tournament which was held ^n early April. The. 
team, which was composed largely of members from the 21st 
Infantry, defeated the 364th Station Hospital and the 221st 


MP quintets before being retired by the 2nd Marines, 
Miscellaneous Items 


Aquatic enthusiasts were not forgotton in the 19th 
Infantry as the regiment constructed an outdoor swimring 
pool. On 6 April the 21st Infantry held a formal opening 

of an Enlisted Men's Club. Colonel McKay and lieutenant 
Colonel Stoll were present that evening and the 24th 


Division Swing Band provided gay music for the occasion. 





Telegrams can be sent bv personnel of the Division and 


1 Dam 


De 


569 men took advantage of this service in April, There: 
were manv surnrised and certainly hapny recipients of 
flowers in the States, which were sont by their relatives 
and friends from Japan. “he flower-by-wire service was 
used by 394 members of the 24th Division during April, 

Not to be mentioned as an entertainment subject but 
a propos to a discussion of recreation comes the rention 
of observance of Easter by many special religious services 


throushout the whole Division, 
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APPENDIX I 


CHAIN OF COMMAND IN THE 
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Major General James A, Lester 
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Major James B. Jones 
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CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


The eyes of the 24th Infantry Division were focused on ths forth- 
coming move of the unit from the island of Honshu to Kyushu, the 
southernmost island of Japan, during ilay. Advance parties jake work- 
ing in Kokui; the site chosen tor the BIA Command Post, as 
as April and their iunctions ba more apparent in lay. 
Several units had completed their movements to their new A 
before. the: end of ihe month, which will be discussed in Chapter IV, 

Among'the events that stand out on the calendar for iay Nas the 
visit of General Dwight Da Eisenhower, Commander in Chief of the 
id States Army, to a portion of the 34th WA area in Kobe 
on 1 May. Major General James A. Lester, isis General of the 
24th Division, met ss Eisenhower at the Kobe station and renewed 
a old friendship. "The Chief! was favorably impressed with the 24th 
Division. An honor guard, composed of men from the 24th MP Platoon; 
met General Eiscnhower's train at the station. A detachment of troops 
from the lst Battalion, 34th Infanpry, was also at the station, and 
the 24th Division Band played the military music. The appropriate 
honors were rendered and later Goneri Eisenhower depose ted the "rea 
of the 2d Battalion, 34th Wa ER si Kobe Base, 

On 19 way the 24th's Bond presented a contenti in Koraku Park, 


Okayama, which was attended by at least fifteen thousand Japanese, | 
i 


Every piece pleyed by the band received onthusiastic applause from 


di 


i 


the spectators; and $t is certain tha b tne afternoon's music ‘helped in 
a certain: measure, regardless iow inihi, to pake the’ Ja >» feel 


4l veri ae, Bh 
UuroopS:  : 





r 
1 


g General Elghta Army 


i 





made i Mo EE 24th. Division Command Post. on 20 
“The: S and 21st Regiments received unit RI the 
( 


Comma nding. General of Bighth ari. 19th. wes commended for its 


on 


URS E 


action on th ie Lee, beachhead, and üt. Porong in P 


E, 





Mindanao», he cost ly but important capture Lr Droakneck Ric dg -oh 







N 


is Br tish Indian Division,” which was scheduled to relieve the 


il 








21th 6 duties in Okayama, redsed the "nica: Jack for ‘the first time 


on, 17 tay over their © advance supply a 


ege 


nni 











Photo by 24th Div. P. K. O. 


General Eisenhower, Commander in Chief, U. S. A., left, at the Kobe 
station prior to an inspection of the 34th Infantry, 24th Division, 
installations. With him are Major General James A. Lester, Commanding 
General, 24th Division, center, and Lt. General Robert L.:Eichelberger 
Commanding General, Eighth Army, right. 
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CHAPTER 11 
G-l ACTIVITIES 

qhoro was a marked decrease in tho numbor of replacements ro- ` 
N 24th Division during tHe month of May, This has boon 
attributed to tho fact that fewer units inactivated in this theater 
the past month, Only 329 zóplacomónts jetted the pivision viti the 
majority of thom coming from tho 4th Roplaéomont Dopot and thé 5054 
Military Polico Battalion,” ie io sont oF thoso 
mon wore Roguler C tho Infantry and Hola )biliery branches 
provailing, | | | | 

Of tho fourteen officers who camo into tho Division in Moy, ten 
Gant from tho 4th Roplacomcnt Depot e and of this nigbor nino wore den- 
tal officers, -A judge e Was dsolgñod to the pivision ios e 
wighth ¿my Headquarters, | 

The enlistod bara vas tho lowost in tro months, although 
it Wie gen near tho 7/0 for the Division, only twolvo men went 
home under the DITA plan but ‘an additional 351 woro returned 
to the stites for other reasons, of this numbor 185 were relcased 
for dopondoney discharges, and 274 “Were returned to the OE 
under ee of War Doportmont Circuldr No, 57 vhich pormits any 
E protivi Ana sistets who have Lost a mónmbor of their foni 


through sorvicos in tho ¿mod Forcos to bo roassiznod, 
x n C 


. Ono hundred officers yore rodeployod in May; thro wore given de- 
pondoney discharges, and four voro reassigned under provisions of War 
Dopartmont Circular NO, 57 

Tho total number of onlistod men and officers redeployed in May 
was: 470, 

Re-onlistmonts | 

Tho -ggroguto nuribor of enlistmonts for the Regular Army for 
May was cighty-two, which levi loss than the previous months 
Elovon mon onlístod, for threo yoars, EPE enlistod for oightoon 
months, and sixty signed for ono year, The predominanco of tho ono 
year onlistmonts hrs boon attributed to the rocont Sie that c 
onlistoos in this cotogory ua have a proforonco of serving in Ha- 

/ x 

""woii, tho Philippinos, Korca, or Japan, 

Tho 21st Infantry accounted for thirpy-throe of the onlistoos, 
thirtoon como from tho 19th Rogimont, and oight mon fron tho 24th 
QM company ro-onlistod, | 

The total numbor of onlistnonts for tho 24th Division from Noven- 
bori1945 to 31 May 1946 was 1061, 

| awards’ ond pecorations 
¡words and decorations for tho month of iay 1946 wore ag follows; 
Logion Of Morits e-e . + 6 à e ə è 


Bronze Stars . p 5 à » s» a s sea 
Purple Hart e ao » e o e s c ot n 


Pap 


al 


CHAPTER III. 


G-2 ACTIVITIES 
| Riots and Disorders 


Koreans continued to cause civil disturbences during Hay. Usually 
the trouble exists between the Koreans and Japanese but one -tiicident 
occurred which involved two Korean Societies Ere ree re 
selves, In ire vicinity of Kobe City the Hirono-Han Arimoslitbu ` 
Korean Association in Japan, consisting of approximately ‘four hundred 
hehe: controlled tne distribution SIR to itself and 
another lesser Korean society, An argument over the share received 
by the smaller group resulted in two fights in which three persons. 
were seriously da fred The area wes placed under the close bia 
ada of the 34th Infantry.. | 

On 10 May, about 0130, two Koreans attompted to steal some 
of the personal belongings of a group of repatriated Japanese soldiers 
in Okayama» A fight between about twenty Koreans and thirty Japanese 
ensued which required fifteen Japanesc police co ane There were 
no occupational troops involved. . o. 3 

While investigating blackmarket activities on the night of 13 May 
En Mots. thirty miles northwest of Okayama; several Japanese 
“police were attacked by three Koreans and one dap. ' Two of the 
policenen were wounded by pistol shots, All of the, assailants were 


captured, They had come from Kobe City in search of blackmarket rico 


and had been RA involved in blackmarket activities and robberies 
in TAYA They were held fon trial. | 
| Chinese nationals were i during May. The 
36th Military Government reported that some Chinese illegally seized 
tobacco and cigarettes fron two WSEOROUROS in southern Okayama Ken, 
and that a a third N) was foiled. On one occasion the Japanese 
police apprehended tha offenders and returned the stolen property. 
This situation is being watched. | | 
The. l9th Infantry decided to Std E 2 moeting of the Japanese 
and Korean leaders in the vicinity of Matsuyama, Shikoku to stress 
the necessity of io between the two Bone 
In the town = Niähame Seal of civilians had formed a Peace 
È Lcague and carried ¢ on unauthorized data to enfome Law and sua on 
the basis that the. local police were not efficient. The 19th Infantry 
called a mebting of tho chicf of police and police x ‘ficials and 
informed the officials that any of the police who did nee cooperate 
with the chief of police would be removed from the force, The l9th 
kept its patrol in the city for a Low days to ascertain pude there 


would be no more able, 
Civilian Attitude . 


May Day in di ad is e day of much celebration but tho festivities, 
meetings and panies were without incident, Some of une moctings werc 


conducted for the discussion of food rationing, labor and management 


relations, and working conditions, but, no disorders. or violence . 
marred: the day. 

‘The trials of the Japanese war criminals are not passing un- 
noticed by the populace. An editorial in the Kochi Shinbun, 1 May . 
1946, entitled "Know Yourself" attemptod to show the people the 
errors of tho late war, ‘The editorialist stated that: 

The lack of knowledge of América's huge productive capacity 
was ond reason for the reckless Pacific War. 

When. the war began, the poople!s eyes and ears were covered 

so they did not know the real facts of the. war, ‘Have the Japanese 

ever once been told the true history of Japan? 
The truth of Japanese history has becn distorted. 
“We must not only rewrite the past history but the present. 
history, for we are naking history. 
Tho war criminal investigations which will Open within a 
fow days will teach us acturl Japanos se History. Ne must learn © 
_ from this the right steps to take in the future, To the Japanese 
the maxim "Know Yourself! is most important. | 

WA resident in Hine jd A EN dn talking about the trials 
| said that he believed that General Tojo should be given the death 
penalty which was what most of tho Japanese people wanted as his 

l ; l l | 
sentence, Kusanabo also stated that others who were equally as ros- 
ponsible for tho war were Dr, Okawa, Hashinote, Sasakawa, and Hatoyama. 

Sawata, the public prosceutor of the police department. in Himeji 
City, declarcd that because tho Baperor is the only one that the 
Japanese people trust and obey it would ‘be unwise to ‘try him as a 
war criminal, He added that the poople do not.hold Hirohito respon- 
siblo for the war as they feel the t he wa EN ill-advistd and misled by 


his counsels. 


Interrogations relntive to the new Américan Provost Courts in the 


& 


vicinity of Okayama rovonled that the people, have accepted thon as 
equitable. Several defendents stated that they received just conside- 
ration, and. they Liked the fact that they could present their own cases. 
A 21st Infantry patrol eni that it encountered a road block 
of about RE boulders nese Kurayoshi, twenty three miles west of 
Tottori City. Four pt bays were arrested and confessed having 
- set up the boulders, ina also noted by the patrol that tho people 
i of the community were: untriendly and. sinecoperative. CIC continued 


investigating the incident and the. civilian attitude. 


a prot 


Intelligence Targets 


The 178th' Bomb Disposal Squad wes apt iii MA Ding 

the first week of the month the Squad finished disposing 195,78 tons 
of Piorio Acid in Weke, Honshu, ` On 11 May tho Squad moved to là, 
i Horishu fron whore spray 160 tons of bulk Picrio Ácid were 
E Additional demolition tasks were assumed in Käsacka, A 
total of 145.78 tons of Japanese explosives were destroyed, and 440,32 
‘tons were a to the 25th Division's burn Ercunds. 

| Japanese factories, continued PETN under sie ei of 
American patrols. The 11th Field ARTI Battalion checked the 
Mitsubishi Mining Company in AA eight miles north of Takamatsu, 
which produced copper, zinc, and pias acid during the war, and 
de now producing copper sulphate and other copper compounds, The 


2lst Infantry investigated' tho Kurashiki Industrial Company in Tamashima, 


MT 


southwest of Okayama which was engaged in turning out 2000 engine 
parte and 500. oil panpe por month while the war wo os in progress, 
Tt is now producing spinning machine parts, flour TO 
and it also rópairs printing and weaving machines, The 19th nua 
reported on the Aizan Factory in Mishina, Kochi which manufactured | 
silk during the war and is still producing that co modity Sn 
tho output has been reduced by about forty pounds per month, 
‘A dotachnent of thirty-cight mon and two officers fron the 
2lth day Reconnaissance Troop patrolled a portion of Tottori 
Kon End was instrumental in opening up the Shino Manufacturing 
Company, In the factory therc were 250,000 . 701 shell casings 
sedie epoca Details wero, straightened out and tho company was 
started in operation WAA the casings into farming implements. 
| The 3a Engincors mado a complete road reconnaissance of Róuto 
I from ui to.Kobo, and boundary siens were put up along the 
I Corps and BCOF arca boundarics. A mp distribution was also made | 
‘to the N units, | | | 

These aro but a sa pling of tho inte MI Ligonco tar gota investigated 
Arne the month ba they ore indicativo of the: work that is continual- 


Y 


ly Beine ca arried out by the Occupation Forces, 
Failure to Comply with Surrender Terns 


The 21st Infantry Foforten that on the nicht of 2 Hay a group 
of Ja \paneso were observed dumping s otio “weapons into ins Asahi River 


in aan, ‘Three of ihe party were | Caught and dt was disclosed that 


nds 


the arms had come from the Okayama Post Office, The vice postmaster 
had received orders from postal headquarters in Hiroshima to destroy 


all military training equipment and he ordered Watanabe Cho, an 


E 


3 


employee, to carry out the directivo. Watanabe destroyed. all of the 
wooden items but said he did not know how to dispose of the metal 


weapons so he hid them under the steps in the post office until ho 


Y 


^ è 


decided to dump them into the river.. A total of fifty rifles, fifty 
one bayonets, one grenade dischargor, and en light machins guns were 
recovered. Watanabe was held for trial and all other individuals 
involved were questioned and then released. 

An anonymous letter lod a patrol from the 19th Infantry to investi» 

N 
gate the police station in Mishima, twenty miles northeast of Matsuyama. 
In tho rear of the guaio in a sand bank forty fous shotguns were 
found. The explanation for tho presence of the guns was that thoy 
"had boon turned in by the civilians and storcd in the police station 
and concealed at the timo of tho colloction of weapons so.as to avoid 
RESTO tho Occupation Forces. The woapons woro confiscatod and 
throc of the policomen wcre held pending trial, 

Eight Japanese wore given a mass trial by tho first American 
Provost Court in Okayama. Tho pueda were tho principal and seven 
teachers of the Kurashiki Shoko School in Kurashiki, They were 
charged with giving false and misleading information, and also rofus- 
ing to divulge information to members of the American Foods on official 


} 


business. The verdict was guilty for cach of the defendants. The 


SALA 


principal was fined ten thousand yen and sentenced to servo six 
doli ks in jail pasti approval of the Comuanding General, 24th 
Division; The teachors wore given suspondod señtencos of six months 
and finod from 1000 to 5000 yen. 


An investigation of tho Niima Agricultural, and Forestry School, 


i 


E thirty three miles Ap Er of Okayama, by the 36th Military G oneness 
iene Les obvious MUR of SCAP directives, The school 
officials has failed to turn ja four Light machine guns, 103 bayonets, 
and sixty rifle barrels saying that they were to be made into farming 
‘tools. Also found were 300 è glider sets, thirty one wood len rifles uscd 
in bayonet nie den kondo sets, and numerous books which had been 
bahned by Sara The citizona of Niimá NA a militaristic 
organizo tion designed to foster: tho iva tic spirit an their 
policies were to be inculcated 0 the children through tre use | of 
| tho school facilities in the comunity. The 36th UG placed tho town 
under close wa aten and atema an invostigntion i in order to rovoal 
the onis responsible for these cli 

CIC investigatod a Large stock of gasoline and alcohol vrhich 
was in the possession of tho Okaemia: Polico Dopertmento t was 
i revealed the t the supplics hed been transferred to the police by 
the Japanese Army in August and Soptenbor 1945 to avoid reporting then — 
to. the Occupa ational authorities, Also uncovercd were five tons of 
guralunin un had becn ida ci fron tho Japanese sac 


in October 1945. The Commerce and Industry Department of Okayanr was 


par 


awaro of the CORRO in March 1946,and confiscated the goods, 
Disposition of the supplies LI pa nodo after further investigation. 
The 36th MG reported nde estamos ofa Viclabasd or a SCAP 
directivo concerning tho distribution of lena equipment in 
Tottori Kon, Prefectural officials sali for the purchase of 
army soli fron the Kurashiki ‚larchouse of the Hiroshima Branch 
Depot on 23 August 1945 apparontly aftor orders had been recoivod 
from highor Japanese command concerning the end of tho war. MG 
referred the casc to ital inni authority for information rcla- 


tive to the prosccution of the offenders. 
Miscell:noous 


Nuncrous mines aan to appear, especially in the vicinity 
of Shikoku, Two minos floated ashore five milcs southeast of Kochi 
ad oxplodcd, injuring two Japanosc, , Nine mincs so found on the 
shore near Orino, forty seven miles southwest of Kochi, and a police 
guard was aot upra then pending disposal, 

Several acrial borbs doia by Allied planes which failed to 
explode have been reported. In the vicinity of Okayama Park, Okayama 
tho 2lst Infantry located seven fire bombs and five mignesiun ‘bombe, 
The 19th Regiment disclosed the discovery of nine 500 pound misslos 
south of Mt. Toyouke near Mishima City, Shikoku, Division Artillery 
revealed that a one hundred*pound incendiary bomb was found in a rice 


ficld ncar Himeji City that was dropped by an American plane 4 July 1945. 


~13 


The 24th MP!s destroyed 177 bottles of poison sake which several 
of the local cabarets in Okayama had been selling, The cabarets in 
question were prohibitcd from dispensing any more wake... 

There was no indiertion ae sà or willful destruction 


during May, nor was any vital terrain information reported, 




















Photo by 24th Div. P. R. O. 


+. General Robert L. Eichelberger, Commanding General, Eighth Army, 
on the right, and Major General James A. Lester, Commanding 
General, 24th Division, during the former's visit to the “Victory 


Division's” area in Okayama on 20 May 1946. 














CHAPTER IV 


GeS ACTIVITIES 
operations | 


Operations for ina month of May consistod in the dispatching of 
routino VE and — T patrols by all units which wore 
not involved full-tine in moving fron Honshu to Kyushu, Tho novo kept 
several units quito busy, 

Tho 19th Infantry cede is novo en:lo' Mayowhon company L dom 
partod fron the ¿sakura Barracks on ghikoku for Oita, Kyushu,  propare 
ations wore irmodintely begun for tho urrivel.of tho 3d pattalion äh 
Cannon Company which arrivd in Oita 16 May. Conprny B was the advance" - 
olonont of tho lst pottalion, It roachod Nokatau, Kyushu on the sovon~ 
a was. followod bris ander of the battalion, on = ninos; 
teenth, Mae Tank company processed to oita on the ninotconth, 

ho 19th Infantry Hoadqua arters closed ot Kochi, ghikoku. and ogoned 
at Beppu, Kyushu ot 1200 on 17 Mays GORICA Company, moved from oita to 
Boppu to tako ovor dutio 8 as Military Police, | 

f Tha 19th nssunod sean ona p of the oita and Miya-. 
zaki Kons on 24 May 1946, od by 29 Muy the ontire 19%h Regiment had coris 
plotod tho novo to “Kyushu, on 24 May, the 19th Infantry PRESO to op” 
erational control of tho gomanding gonoral, 2d Morind Division, 

Division Artillory bogan its shift to Kyushu on 18 May. O pattor- 
los of tho 15th and 634 Battalions departod from Nibuno for gage and: 


‘Kurume, Kyushu, r rospootivo1y on 12 May, Battery B, Sad Fr Battallon 


cib 


loft tho Kokogova sir Field 2 12 May headed for Hakata Peninsula, Kyu- 
3hus nom dotachnents of Headquarters and Hoadquarters pattory, 24th 
Division Artillory dopartod for Fukuoka on the twelfth, © Battery lod 
the llth ma Battalion to tho mikate poninsula on 16 May. 

Tho units of Division. irtilory conploted their displaeononts as ; 
follows; 52d pA Bn to Hakata Peninsula 24 May, 634 gj pn to Kurune 31 
Maya. Hoadquartors and Headquarters Battory to Fukuoka 31 Mey, tho 13th 
FA Bn, loss its Buttory C romained in Nibuno, Honshu, 

| „company Di eith Modical pattalion loft Kochi 21 May and arrivod 
in Oita 22 Maye | 

Tho 40th Malaria gontrol Detachnent shifted from Okayono to Ko- 
kura on 24 Moye | 

The 4th Platoon, 5th special gorvico Qonpany Me T Shinoteui | 
to Kokura 28 Moye - | 

Fifth ordnance (01) coripeny transforrod its personnel fron okayona 
to Kashii 29 May, 

On 30 May Headquarters Company, 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry anë 
Company M loft okayana to begin their occupational dutios in Kagoshina, 
Kyushu, 

Company C, 3d Enginooring Battalion, departed fron Okayena 6 May 
aná arrivod in ite following Guy. oe moved ‘out next on 
£8 May and reached Ainoura 29 Maye 

Tho Imgincers continved their operations in Okayana and added à 
now wator point, making à total of twelve, Tho new point sorvicos tro 


troop trains with chlorinated wator, ane they made a reconnaissance’ 


17“. 


of the water supply focilitios in Kokura, Fukuoka, gasobo, Boppu, and 
Kumamoto. and. plans woro made to follow tho Marino policy of operating 
the city's chlorination systen in cach troop ATOE, 

Tho 24th was relicved by BRINDIV of occupational rosponsibility 
for tho Island of ghikoku on 23 May and Tottori prefecture 15 May. 


Training 


Training during tho nonth of May was ongaged in by all units 
where practicable, phasis was placed on the transition fron tho 


individual phase of training to the small unit phase, 
Repatriation 


The last krainlond of sols to bo ropatriated was scheduled for 
13 May, end tho jest trainload, of Fomosan repatriatos was scheduled 
for 11 May, Korean repatriates were handled throughout the entire 
month of May. . 

During the month 106 trains with a total of eight hundrod cars 
carrying 17,575 Koroans, 2,523 Fomosans, and 118 chinose passed through 
tho 24th Division's zone of responsibility, Guard details for the pere 
lod aggregated 865 nen with the nonbers coning fron the 34th Infantry 


and Division Artllory, 
status of Units 


Several now units were added to tho Division in May. The 34 Pla- 


toon, 369th qu Laundry gonpany. located in Kobo was attached to tho 24th 


on 9 xay, Tho 217 qu pattalionz the Let platoon, 120th QM Bakery com - 
pony; tho lst goction, 24 Plotoon, 325th M Gis supply Corpanys and the 
3528 qu Truck company loss its 2d and 3% Platoons were attached to tho 
Division on-31 Mays 

Three units left the Division in May. The 177th qM Leundry De- ' 
tachrent TETERE öl May, The 2d platoon, 570¢h Railhead Gonpany 
vas rolonsod fron attachment to tho Bath Division on 31 May, and the 
656th Medical AE inactivated on 31 May, 

The exact locatin of all units of the 24th Division can be found 


in Appendix VI. 
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CHAPTER V 


Gel ACTIVITIES 
“Supply and Movements 


In addition = its normal functions, the G-4 Office was engaged 
directly in the movement of the Division to Kyushu. A troop move- 
ment officer from G-4 coordinated all rail transportation pertaining 
to the displacement of all units of the Division. All troops and 
equipment were i by rail except certain heavy items of 
equipment which were too largo due bulky to be movod in that mannor, 
These items were carried on LStis from Kobo, Honshu, and Komatsujima, 
Shikoku to Kyushu. 

‘The Procurement Section established a new procedure for pro- 
cossing demands for Japanese property. “Items which had been’ procured 
but which were not bo accompany the Division were turned over to the 
units relicving the various clenments of tho 24th of occupational 
responsiblity for that particular arca. 

On 29 May the Procurement Section closed in Okayama and moved to 
Kokura where it set up a procurement procedure for the entire Island 
of Kyushu, and inventoried Japancse property in the hends of the 2d 
Marine Division and accepted it. 

| A detailed reconnaissance was made of installations on Kyushu 
in preparation for assuming logistienl responsibility of the Island 
on 1 Juno 194.6. 


Proposed Unit Special Lists of Equipment were prepared and 
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submitted for every type of unit within the Division, These lists con- 
tained proposed additions and deletions pertaining to the current Mo-: 
end E of each unit, Tho Supply séctión of Geh processed those lists to 
insure that only non-expendäble items of standard equipment wore included 
and that proposed oa a sii with the purpose .:: 
for which the unit was organized. | B | | 

“Evacuation of personnel during the Both of May was aecomplished 
us rail, with artillory linison planes being on the alert in the event 


‚that they might be needed, 
Ho using 


Troop and dependcht’s housing wis one of the min items of. agenda 
for the advanced party». The 3d Engincers drew up the plans, To insure an, 
cquitablc allotment of critical construction materials a special procedure 


was established, ;-^ 


2] 























Photo by 24th Div. P. R. O. 


British Union Jack flies for the first time in Okayama as 
advance party of British and Indian troops make 


preparations to relieve the 24th Infantry Division. 








CHAPTER VI 


INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Troop Inform tion progran 


Newspapors were circulated ind distributed as follows: "stars 
and Stripes," 2750 da an. "pn Sorpa," i 2500 daily; "Mainichi," 2000 
daily; "V-Day," gth Di: vision Hoe Aquarters I & E publication, 1300 
daily; da -Day Wed ly," 1750. Othos publications were tho "Octagram 

‘piaga Information Kits, Newsinäps, Hola Contest Bulletins, and. 
I &. E Magazine Kits. 

Unit GWSba pero which wore published were the za Engineers 
"Eager Beaver," daily; 19th Infantry!s "Chick Newsy" daily} 2lst 
Infantry!s "Diamond. News," daily; and tho 34th Reginontts Dragon 
News," dodi | | | 


Troop Information Hour , 


+ 


The jedes Information Hcurs program proschted tho topic "The 
Work of he Army" using the fila "Our Job in Japanif and a trans“ 
AA AA WAA of War AA MA on domobilization, 
Through the media of this progran importa int and an topics are 
given group discussione 


Arnod Forces Podio Service 
“The Armed Forces Radio Stotion, WLKH, which scrved tho 24th Infan- 


try Division, continucd to broadcast excellent programs in May with the 
Vw J Y 
| 


D 


dad - 


exception of the “Wook in Review't which had to be discontinued because 
of reduction of staff personnel and the move to Kyushu. An advance 
party went to Sasebo, Kyushu to mako preparations to take over the 
Marine radio station WVTO and to make surveys for adequate radio cover- 


age of Kyushu. -- 
Army Education Program 


The difficulty of obtaining instructors andthe move öf. the Division 
threatened to hamper the educaticnal program, but where feasible the 
unit schools functicned to the greatust degree MAA The 19th 
Infantry operated its o. until forced to close because the entire 
regiment was involved in the shift to Kyushu. The Okayama área School 
which is attended by nenbers of Division Headquarters, Division ‘Special 
Troops, (bassa AAA 24th Medical Bn ey and the 21st Infantry 

held classes uni the latter part of the month when it moved. It 
conducted an art exhibit in Okayama in lay. The 34th Rogiment ran a 
continous program supplenenting its school with the facilitics of the 
Kobe Central School for those units which were too far from the 34th!s 
Hineji University. Division Artillery comuenced setting up its new 


school in Fukuokaa 
Miscellaneous 


On 10 May Major Taylor of the AEP GHQ AFPAC, and Captain Doherty 
cf the Fighth army Headquarters I € E supply inspected the educational 


and I & E facilities of the Division. 15 May a circulation survey was 


vhs 


made by a member of GHQ AFPAC, And on the twentieth Lt. Colonel De 

Brun, GHQ AFPAC I € E, and Lt Allen Webb of the Eighth Army AFRS 

visited the Division. | | 
Several officers and enlisted men from the Division attended 


the General Education Accreditation Course which was held in Kyoto. 
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CHAPTER VII 


SPECIAL SERVICES 
USO and Soldier Shiwa 


Seven USO shows tourcd the 24th Division during the month of 
May, These were "Gingham Girl," "Appolo Review," "Ghost Train," 
"Johnson's Jamboree," "Panama Hettie," "Red Hot and Blue," and 


"Arsenie. and Old Lace." One Soldier Show was presented, entitled 


"Juke Box Fantasy." 
Athletics 


Baseball was the top-ranking sport of the ea least 
‘fifty games having been playod throughout te Division. Several 
games were also played on an intor-divisional level, including contests | 
with the Marines. The 24th's Special Troops toam was the best. within. 
the Division, 

Within the Division's softball league C Conta, 3d Engineers, 
‘ran up the record of six wins and no losses before it w^s forced to 
withdraw in order to make the move to Kyushu. The only other un- 
dofeated team in the league was that of the 24th MPs, 

In the two outstanding track events of the month the 2ist Infantry 
took first place. The 2lst's squad won the initial moct from the 19th 
Regimont by the score of 96 to 43, In the second contest, the 24th!s 5 


Special Troops wore defeated by the 21st!s team 109 to 25, 
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Tho Alst Infantry's boxing eta in two events. dn the 
first one it wi one of five bouts with the Sth Marines at Kumamoto, 
and in facing the 24th Division Artillory boxing team the 21st scored 
five wins. | 

Tho British 7th Light Cavalry, stationed in Kurashiki, “Honshu, 
was given “eni by the 21st Infantry with softball 


and basketball games being played. 
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CHAIN OF COMMAND IN THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION 


AS OF 31 MAY 1946 








Division Commander Mejor General James A. Lester 
Aide de Camp Capt, Joseph E. Of Leary 
Commander artillery Section Col. Charles C, Blanchard 
Chief of staff i Col. 0. E. Trechter 
AC of 5 0-1 Lt. Col, Robert Jo Daniels* 
Acting AO of S G-1 Capt. Lewis We McKinney 
AC of s 6-2 Lt, Col, Gaynor We Hathaway 
AG of S G3 Lt. Col, James T. Pearsall, Jr, 
` AO of S Geh Major James Be Jones 
Adjutant General . Lt, Col. William A. craig 
l Major Unit Commanders i i 
Ha Special Troops Coi, Ralph C. Bing 
Comde 19th Infantry Col. Ecward da Renth 
Comdr 21st infantry >. Col. Winfield R. McKay 


Comdr 34th Infantry | Col, Thomas D. Drake 
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RESTRIC FED 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 


The long-planned movement of the 24th Infantry Division 


from the Island of Honshu to the Island of Kyushu was com- 
pleted in June 1946, This move placed all units of the 
Division, except the 13th Fiell Artillery Battalion, less 
"O" Battery, which remained in Nibuno, Honshu, on the same 
island since the 24th became an occupying force in Japan. 
The actual displacement of the units will be discussed 
fully in Chapter IV. | 
i Prior to the assumption of the occupational respon- 

sibility for Kyushu by the 24th, the Island had been under 
the control of the 2d Marine Division who, in their turn, 
had relieved the 32d Infantry Division, late in February. 
1946. | 

Slightly more than a week after Division Headquarters 

reached Kokura, Kyushu, Major General R. B. Woodruff, Com- 
manding General, I Corps, and his staff, inspected the 
Command Post area. The I Corps Commander visited other. 
units of the Division on Kyushu before coming to Kokura 
on 20 June, | 

| «Members of Seneral Woodruff's staff were conducted on 
a tour of the Headquarters grounds by members of Major 
General James A, Lester's staff, and individual conferences 


were held for an exchange of ideas, 


us 


RESTRICTED 


A few. interesting facts ‘about Kyushu are pertinent at 
this point. dt is the third largest and the sout thernmost of 
the Japanese home islands, end is separated from Honshu by 
the narrow SHI Basi Stre sit under which the Japanese cut 
the Kanmon Tunnel, | l | l 

The Divis sion Command Post is loca ted. in the old Kokura 


Arsenal. The city of Kokura is a ango railway center at 


Fd 


the northern tip of the island. Nearby Yawa ta has several 
large steel milis and Fukuoka cir e Aome of the renowned 
Imperial University. 85:obo,was one of the more important 
naval bases before and u the war, and the metropolis of 
Nagasaki is remo sabered as one of the two Japanese cities hit 
with: the atomi. bomb. | | i 

The. Monsoon season starts in Japan about the middle of 
Suns. and continues until about the second week in July. 
Heavy rains and occasional | accompanying winds mark this 


period. 
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Major General R. B, Woodruff, Commanding General, 1 Corps, left, 
and Major General james A. Lester Commanding General, 24th Infantry 
Division, study the itinerary of General ‘Woodruff's inspection of 
the 24th Division Headquarters area on 20 ¿une 1946. 


(Photo by 24th Div. P. R. 0.) 


CHARTER II 
G-1 ACTIVITIES 


Replacements 


During June 1916 the enlisted strength of the 2lith 
Division reached one of its highest points in several months 
going slightly over T/0 authorization. A total of 742. 
replacements were received from the States, of which number 
109 were Regular Army. 

Sixteen officers reported for duty wi th the Division 
during June. This number included two majors, five captains, 
and nine first lieutenants. This small number of officer 
replacements did not add much to alleviate an approaching 


acute condition in the Division. 


Redeployment 


The redeployment program for enlisted men was practi- | 
cally at a standstill in June as only five men were return- 
ed to the States under these provisions. | 

However, a total of 556 enlisted men returned home for 
other reasons. Five hundred and Six were given dependency 
discharges,, and fifty pore reassigned to the States under 
provisions of War Department Circular No. 57 wich allows 
reassignment of personnel who lost a member of their family 
while the latter were serving in the id Forces. | 


E 


There was an increase in officer redeployment in June 


æ Dome 


with 15. leaving the Division for lesions, 
The aggregate number of offto er and enlisted personnel 


lost by the Division during June was 695: 


Re-en lie “ments 


a m 


The-enlistment program in June fell mort of expectations. 


The fifty-t wo enlistments for the month mem t a drop of 
thirty in comperison with May 1916. The enlistments ie as 
follows: nine for three years, three for eighteen months, 
and forty for one year. 


The total number of enlistments for the 24th. Division 


from November 195 to 30 June 1946 was 1113. 


Awards and Pecorations 


———— nn 1 po 





Awards for June in the 2lith Division were as follows: 
Legion of Merit v. e e LN" 


Army" Commendetion Ribbon. . e . «lh 


Aer am Ned Cross 


A IN ttt ctm 
\ 


The 2lth Division has four of tre finest Red Cross Clubs 


in Japan. Tha Division Headquarters Club, located in Kokura 
in one of tas local depastment stores, will eventually move 
into the Sosta dida building. Here it will set up a 
recreation room equipped with pool, billiard, and ping pong 
‚tables. A snack bar, lounge, and library have also been 


planned. 


The 19th Infantry Club is located in a three story 
building in the very center of Beppu. This Club offers 
‘a snack bar, a well equipped lounge, a large music room, 
a craft shop, and a SZ social and recreation room. 


i 
Local Japanese judoists give judo lessons semi-weeklv. 


In Kumamoto the Red Cross Club for the 21st Infantry 
has been established bic former Japanese Cavalry Officer's 
Club. These builcings are tasten on a beautiful land- 
scaped hill, four miles from Camp Wood. More than a dozen 
fine cavalry horses are available at the Club. Other 
recreational facilities which are available are tennis, 
badminton, outdoor swimming, ping pong and pool, and a 
well stocked library. 

KG Busbs khe ae Infantry Club is located opposite 

the regimental command post in mat Is believed to have 
been a former Japanese opera house. On the main floor of 


the Club one finds the cantsen, library, and craft shop. 


On the mezzanine are pool and ping 


ya 
I 


pong tables. Plans have 
been inaugurated to renovate und nS oco nabs the interior 
of the Club. 

The "Rainbow Club" in Fukuoka serveg the 2lith Division 


Artillery. It is situated across the street from the 


Artillery command post in a building that had been used by 


te 


a Japanese insurance company. Available facilities include 


a large canteen, spacious and comfortable lounge, pool rooms 


im 
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a classical music room, craft shop, and photography dark 
room, | | 
All Division personnel heve the services and facilities 
of” the Red Cross at their disposal. 
It should be remeribered that the Red Cross does more 
than supply recreational opportunities for t'e men, The 
. welfare of the soldier and his femily are readilv looked 
. after, and arrangements made and coordinated for emergency 


furloughs, 


CHAPTER TIT 
G-2 ACTIVITIES 


Riots and Disorders 


The 24th Division had found little, if any, violent 
display of emotions by the Japanese skarnat its Arene 
prior to moving to Kyushu, but on this Island several 
incidents occurred in this vein. The 21st Infantry 
reported that on the night of 17 June in thé Public Park 
in Kumamoto City Hock were thrown at some American 
soldiers. None of the offenders were caught but it is 
believed that they may have been school boys opposed to 
fraternization between the soldiers and Japanese girls. 
Steps were immediately inaugurated to prevent future 
occurrences of these disorders. There were no more 
reports received. concerning Kakato but the 24th Cav- 
alry Reconnaissance Troop disclosed that one of its mem- 
bers attacked 23 June in Moji, near Kokura, by four 
Japanese men but the soldier escaped unharmed. The 
motives of the assailants again were attributed to frat- 
‘ernization as the victim had earlier in the evening .: 
escorted a Japanese girl to a dance, None of the Jap- 
anese were Esierahended, | 

| A series of riots breite out on a Japanese repatria- 
tion ship that was sailing between Bankok and Kagoshima. 


Thirty persons required medical treatment and one man 
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was drowned when he jumped overboard to elude his attackers, 
Interrogations ravealed that the trouble seemed to arise from 
differences between Japanese enlistcd men and officers who 
were being retur.ied home. 

The 24th Re:zornaissance Troop reported that in Moji a. 
Japanese youth was apprehended for slapping a Japanese girl 
and stealing her purse. Interrogations revealed that the 
boy disliked fraterrization and that the girl had been asso- 
ciating with Arican soldiers. B 

Increased friction between Japanese and Koreans resulted 
in the necessity of the U. S. Army Air Corps Security Officer 
at Ashiya, thirteen miles west of Kokura City, declaring 
that town "Off Limits." The Koreans had protested against 
the poor living facilities provided for them by their Jap- 
anese employers. Another factor in the "Off Limits" proc- 


lamation was an increased venereal rate in the community. 


Civilian Attitude and Affairs 
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The food shortage continued as one of the most serious 
problems faced by the Japanese people. In addition to the 
fact that food is scarce, the mis-appropriating of rations 
and blackmarket activities increased the burden of the 
officials who attempted to alleviate the shortage by equit- 
able distribution. And yet one instance can be shown in ` 


which the officials of Shimonoseki City allowed approximately 


s. 


4000 pounds of potatoes to rot due to the heat, 

In the case of at least one manufacturing concern, 
the Bridgestone Tire Company Ltd. in Kurume, twenty miles 
south of Fukuoka City, the lack of food caused absenteeism 
from work to become more prevalent during the month. 

There have been no indications that the Japanese hold 
the American Forces resronsible for the food situation. | 

The arrival of the 24th Division on Kyushu placed heavy 
demands on Japanese labor and it soon develoned that the 
Japanese Government was forcing families in the Kokura City 
area to meet the needs to the extent of the people either 
taking time off from their regular jobs or hiring someone to 
work in their places. The people complained, and when it was 
brought to the attention of the Militery Government the Jap- 
anese officials were informed that the Army did not want a 
labor policy pursuel that created a hardship on individual 
housenolds.. 

The 21st Infantry reported that the civilian population 
in many rural areas of Kumamoto Ken seemed to show a slight 
degree of fear of the American Forces but it was believed 
that this was nothing more than a form of curiosity concern- 
ing the newly arrived Occupation Troops. 

The political life of the Japanese continued in an un- 
stable stage of transition from imperialism to democracy. 


The Saga Shimbun, Saga Prefecture, 15 June 1946, carried an 
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editorial. which stated: 


It is to be regretted that there still exists a 
portion of the public which has the mistaken idea 
that democracy cannot be realized without a show of 
violence. Such per sons must consider the fact that 
demonstrations of this sort may have the opposite 
effect on the general public. 


An editorialist writing in ine insite Nichinichi Shim- 
bun, 17 June 1946 remarked: 


The true meaning of democracy. has not yet been 
fully grasped by the public, ei the younger 
people who tend to go tne extremes in its support. 
Democracy must be: put so pra etico. as a guiding 
principle in daily life. 





This same newspaper presented an editorial on 20 June 
1946 concerning the new Japanese constitution. It declared, 
"What we expect now is not merely a revision of the Constitu- 
tion, but rather the enactment of a new Constitution based 
upon democratic ideas." And the Mainichi Shimbun, Fukuoka 
Prefecture, 23 June 1946, said that the Diet members must be 
given freedom of expression or else "They will nerely become 
a repetition of the past Diet sessions conducted in a feudal- 
istic manner," | | 

The Japanese are blundering along but it seens that their 


intentions are very sincere to form a new democratic government. 


Division patrols spread out over the new zone of respon- 


sibility and investigated many intelligence targets. Typical 


of the investigation were those corducted by patrols of the 19th 
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Infantry in Miyazeki Ken. Six factories showed that pro- 
duction was being engaged in consumer goods exclusively, 
Patrols of the 19th also checked the Miyazaki Meteorolog- 
ical Station and found the station compiling weather stas- 
tistics and carthquake data, The Miyazaki Radio Station 
was found to be rebroadcasting programs from Tokyo. The 
only programs originating in Miyazaki were weather reports 
and a program dealing with usemployment. ' 

The 21st Infantry reported on the Kyushu Sangyo Com- 
pany Ltd,, in Fukuoka City. The dant has completely con- 
verted from the war-time manufacture of airplane parts to 
the turning out of prefabricated houses. The 24th Division 
Artillery investigated several factories in the Fukuoka cr 
area one of which was the Nishihara Iron Works which pro- 
‘duced airplane fuel and oil tanks during the war but is 
now manufacturing 600 bicycles a month. 

The investigations made of Japanese schools in the 
Division zone of responsibility revealed that compliance 
with the surrender terms and SCAP Directives was favorable. 
A few minor instances of misinterpretation of orders were 


noted but no flagrant violations were discerned. 


ct 
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Vital zerrein Information 


Road and bridge reconnaissance were conducted and maps 


and reports were submitted showing the results. It was 29 


i 


noted that washouts and heavy rains made many roads dangerous 
if not totally impassable. The information of this nature 


was published in the G-2 Periodic Reports. 
Provost Courts 


On the very first day that the 24th Division assumed 
occupational responsibility for Kyushu a Provost Court was 
held for the trial of six Jananese youths. All of the offend- 
ers were found guilty of being implicated in the stealing of 
ninety-five cartons of cigarettes from the 24th Division PX 
| Warehouse. 

The santénesg ranged from two years at hard labor to a 
500 yen fine and six months imprisonnent, 

The ringleader and two other youths remained at large at 
the time or the trial but the former was a pprehended within 
a few days. 

An article in the Mainichi Shimbun and the Asshi Shimbun, 
both dated 17 June 1946 told the people, "Although yesterday's 


trial was the first of its kind to be held in Kokura, it served 


as a grim warning to all Japanese." 


178th Language Detachment 


m ret 


During the month of June, tre 17?th Language Detachment 
worked in BORUBODION with the eed G-2 Section. The unit 


provided important scanning Bu translation coverage of the 


STA 


Japanese press on Honshu prior to the move of the Division 
and then on Kyushu. Several documents were processed by 
the Language Detachment. 

The unit supplied interperters to other organizations 
which included interpreting service for the direction and 
supervision of Japanese contractors doing construction work 
.on office sul dined and dependent housing projects. 

Nearly half of the personnel of the Detachment were on 


duty in the repatriation centers in Hario and Hakata, Kyushu. 
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CHAPTER IV 
G-3 ACTIVITIES 
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Upon arrival on Kyushu all maior units of the 24th 
Division began reconnaisso^o. patrolling throughout 
their zones of occupational sesti 

The 19th Infantry had completed its move from Shikoku 
to Kyushu in May which left tne three major units of the 
Division to displace during June. The 2d Battalion, 21st 
Infantry completed its move to Kumamoto, Kyushu 3 June 
1946, The lst Battalion, 21st Infantry arrived in 

Kumamoto 15 June. The 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry shifted © 
| to Kagoshima, Kyushu 16 June and the Regiment completed 
its io 17 June, | 

| Division Headquarters and Special Troops arrived 
in Kokura, Kyushu 12 June, 

The 3d Engineer Combat Battelion completed the move 
to Kyushu 8 June with elements going to Kokura, Ainoura, 
Kumamoto, and Beppu. 

The 24th Mechanized Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop 
Shifted from Okayama to Moji on 4 June, It assumed 
military responsibility for the city 12 June, 

The 24th Medical Battalion transfered its troons 
and personnel from Fonshu to Kyushu petween 8 June and 


26 June. 
uu ue 


The 34th Regiment'completed its move late in thè 

month. The lst Battalion moved from Takarazuka, Eonshu to 
Omura, Kyushu 24 June, The 3d Battalion shifted from Fimeji, 
Honshu to Nagasaki, Kyushu 25 June and was followed on 27 
June by the 2d Battalion which moved from Kobe, Honshu to 
Ainoura, Kyushu. The 34th infantry completed its displace- 
ment 28 June 1046, | 

, The 24%h Division Command Post closed Okajama, Hon» 
Shu and opened Kokura, Fyushu 0001 hours, 12 June 1946, The 
24th Division assumed occupational resronsibility for tre 
Island of Kyushu 16 June 1946, | | 
The Division was reliovedof occupational responsibility 
for Okayama Prefecture by BRINDIV at 2400 hours 10 June 
1946. Hyogo Prefecture was turned over to the 23th Infantry 


Division 1200 hours on 1 June 1946, 


tj 


Small unit training continued in tre Division, con- 
currently with qualification firing, to the extent per- 
mitted by the movement of the mejor Divisionel units to 
Kyushu, Reconnaissance and procurement of artillery fir- 
ing ranges on Kyushu was undertaken in preparation for 


planned field training. 
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Division £clool Center 


A11 classes except the Motor Mechanics course in 
the Okayama location of the Division School Center ter- 
minated on the last day of May and ho riew ones were 
started in June because of the move of the Division. 
The Motor Mechanics class was carried over from Okayama 
to Kokura where the students were to comnlete the course, 

The School Center moved from Okayama to Kokura 10 
June, 

Company "A," 21st Infantry, which served as the 
School Troops in Okayama was relieved on 10 June. Com- 
pany "G," 19th Infantry, then took over duties as the 
Division School Troops in Kokura. 

The School personnel worked steadily during June 
to convert the area known as the Jono Technical School 


into the new 24th Division School Center Area, 


Repatriation 


With the assumption of operational control of Kyushu 
by the 24th Division repatriation responsibilities were 
a counterpart, The Division took over the operation of 
repatriation centers in Hakata, which is near Fukvoka, 
Sasebo, and Kagoshima by Division Artillery, 34th Infan- 


try, and the 21st Regiment respectively. 
There are nine centers at the present time serving 
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all of Japan which means that the 24th Division is oper- 
ating one-third of them, The Division hendles a total 
incoming capacity of 15,000 and an outgoing capacity of 
11.500, This means that the Division handles 35 percent 
of the total incoming capacity and 52 percent of the total 
outgoing capacity of all Japan, 

| Generally, the center at Kagoshima receives repatri- 
ates returning from Singapore and Shanghai, end is orgen- 
ized to return other repatriates to the Ryukyus. The 
Hakata center handles personnel coming in from the Chinese 
ports of Hulato and Inchon end processes those returning 
to Korea. The port at Sasebo handles people returning 
from Shanghai and Singapore and supervises the outgoing 
personnel headed for northern China, Sasebo was designat- 
ed as one of the two cholera ports and as such controls 
ships arriving “rom cholera areas with known or suspected 
cases aboard, 

Notwitrstanding the difficulties vnder which the 24th 
Division assumed tke operation of the centers, which 
included a cholera alert that hac closed one port end 
restricted the use of others, followed by the suspension 
of Korean shinnrine due to severe storms, the centers 
processed the large number of personnel from 15 June to 


30 June as shown on following page. 
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2400/1, 30 June the following people were on 


hand in the centers in quarantine or awaiting shipment. 
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One unit was relieved from attachment to the Division. 


This was the 3528th QM Truck Company which left tre Division 


27 June 1946, 


The 141st QM Sunnly Detachment was activated 1 Tune 
X 


1946. 


The exact location of all troops and units assigned 


or attached to the 24th Division as of June 30 will be 


found in Appendix V. 


81 4 





Students participate in a class for switchboard 
operators in the 24th Division School (upper 
and lower left) while others take part in a 
lineman's instruction period (upper right). 


(photos By 24th Div. P. R. O.) 








CHAPTER V - 
G-4 ACTIVITIES 


Supply 


In addition to its normal functions the 24th Division 
G-4 office was engaged in the coordination of supplying the 
units stationed throughout the Island of Kyushu. Due to the 
dispersion of the units, it was necessary to esteblish rail 
transportation in conjunction with regular train service to 
deliver the necessary supplies to the outlving units, and at 
the same time coordinate the troop movements and regular 
train schedules, which were prepared by the 24th Division 
G-4 office. | | 

As in previous montns, special emphasis was placed on 
the turn-in of equipment in excess of T/0 and E. Due to 
the critical need of certain ¡tens in excess above the T/O 
and E, 8th Army geve sore units special authorization to 
retain equipment in excess för a period of ninety days. 

The procurement Section continued to work with the 37th 
‘ Military Government in an effort to evolve a more efficient 
procurement procedure. 

Japanese labor was utilized by all units of the Diviston 
and in the Kokura aes alone 2000 common laborers, 300 car- 
penters, and 100 skillcd laborers were used dailv for recon» 


struction, the moving of Japanese machinery, disposal of 


Lasa 


trash, and the general remodeling of huildinzs, 

The G-4 office had the respohsinilitr of transferr ving 
ne 2d Marine Division property to the 24th Division. 

An officer fron G-4 left to attend a Post angineer Con- 


b 
ference in Yokohama which is to be held in anticipation of 


a War Department Directive on setting up all posts in Japan 
on a Post Camp and Station basis, with the appointment of a 


Post Engineer for specific areas, 


Irensportetie on 
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All of the personnel and equipment of the 24^ that was 
moved from Fonshu to Eyushu in June. travelled by rail. No 
water transportation vas required. because the equipment that 
would have necessitated this mode of travel had been shifted 


to Kyushu in May. 
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CFAPTER VI 
ENGINEER REPORT. 


During the eerly phases of June the Third Engineer 
Combet Battalion was ongaged in tue move from Okayama, 


“Honshu to Kokura, Kyushu. Upon completion of the move, the 
3 È t 5 


Battalion commenced work on the buildings and barracks for 


Division Headquarters:and supporting troops in the Kokura 
vicinity, and in Fukuoka, Beppu, Sasebo, and Kumamoto. The 


actual work was performed by Japanese labor under the 
supervision of the 3d Engineers. 

Tue completion of the entire sewi=permanent buildings 
renoveting progran is expected to be completed by 1 October 
1946. x | o 

The Engineers conducted a reconnaissance of roads and 
bridges between Kokura end Bepou and the compiled reports 
were submitte to Division G-2 and G-4, Further roconneis- 
sance was mede for gravel pits and doclring facilities. 
Several map distributions vore mide and arrangements com 
pleted with the 24 Karine Division G-2 to transfer their 
maps to the 24th Division. A new PU-=47, 4x5 Speed Graphic 
camera was obtained by the Engineers fron Yokohama Base, 

Water points moved with their respective units with the 
one at Matsuyene, Shikoku being inactivated. Chlorinating 
systems were installed at several crucisl points including 


the bottling plant, Division PX, and the Tobata swimming pool. 
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CHAPTER VII 
SIGNAL REPORT 


The 24th Signal Company accomplished the move from 
Okayama, Honshu to Kokura, Kyushu 9 June 1946, The rear 
echelon arrived in Kokura 13 June. The Signal Comvany 
Massa into the Kitagata Race Track area which is about 
four miles south of the Command Post. This temporary 
area was cleaned up and put in shape by the forward 
echelons, Eventually the Signal Comvany will move into 
the buildings on the Command Post grounds after tre 
buildings have been renovated, 

Initially, an existing Japanese dial system was 
‘used in the Kokura Arsenal area for telephone uds 
ications for Division Headquarters, The system provided 
an unlimited number of lines that could be put into 
service but ene ben developed a tremendous maintenance 
and repair problem. As a result, a two position TC 2 
menually operated common battery system was put into 
effect. The Japanese were ordered to clean vn their 
dial system for future emergency use, which work will 
be supervised by Signal Comneny technicians. 

The 24th Division Artillery end all of tre regiments 
of the Division established radio and teletype, communi- 
cations to Division Headquarters. And Division Fead- 


quarters instituted radio, radio telephone, land-line 


telephone, land-line teletype, and radio teletype to I 
.Corpss Headquarters, 

Signel communications were difficult to install and - 
maintain in the Kokura area, particularly communications 
to higher headquarters, Tre telephone end teletyne section 
and the construction section were required to work long | 
hours to bring some degree of good communications out of 


the chaos that existed, 
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CHAPTER VIII 


QUA TERMASTER REPORT 


The 24th Quertermaster Company was principally concerned 
with the movement of the Division in June. The Company 
shifted from Okayama to Kokurn 11 June. A detachment of 
one officer and fifteon enlisted men remained there 
to continuo logistic support of Military Govornhent, 

CIC, and RTO units which were still the responsibility of 
the Division. | 

The Company is operating from two locations. The main 
functions of the Division ‘are performed at Koshii, which is 
near Fukuoka, while a small detachment is operating from 


‚the Jono Arsenal in the vicinity of Kokurc. 

Quartermaster is establishing a sales commissary in 
the Jono Arsenal. © | 

The 14lst QM Sud Detachment was activated 1 June 
1946, Personnel of the mit.consist of one officer and 
twenty enlisted men, 
| The 120th QH Baking Company consolidated its lst and 
34 platoons to work together in Fukuoke to bake for the en 
tire 24th Division. By the end of the month the Company Was 
baking for 21,000 troops or 10,500 wounds of bread daily. 
Arrangements were made with the Division PX officer regard- 
ing the daily production of rolls for the several PX snack 
bars. throughout the Division. | 
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CHAPTER IX 
MEDICAL REPORT. 

Units of the 24th Medical Battalion made the move with 
the 24th Division in June. Company "AM commenced moving from 
Kakogawa 25 June and completed the move to Sasebo, Kyushu 
26 June, Company "B" shifted its personnel and supplies. 
from Okayame to Kumamoto 8 June. Clearing Company "D" 
moved from Kochi to Beppu 22 June. Company "C" and Head- 
quarters Detachment completed the move from Okavame to 
Kokura 13 June. 

The entire bulk of supplies, equipment, and personnel 
were moved by rail. 

All companies of the 24th Medical Battalion established 
a Clearing Platoon, Collecting Platoon, and an Ambulance: 
Platoon. Prophylaxis stations were also set up in each 
company area. | 

Company "A" set up a Clearing Station on 27 June in 
Sasebo., The hospital has accommodations for twenty-five. 
patients. Company "83" in Kumamoto is operating a forty- 
five bed hospital, Company "C" is operating a hospital ina 
temporary location in the Jono ares near the Division 


Command Post and will move into permanent buildings in the 


Company "D" was able to take over a former Japanese hospi- 


tal in Beppu. l 
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The Medical Supply point was joontad in Kokura, A rel- 
atively large quantity of medical supplies were procured 
from the 2d Marine Division when it loft asa For ex- 
ample, Company "C" received two box cars of medical supplies, 


formerly property of the Marines, 
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CHAPTER X 
ORDNANCE REPORT 


The 178th Ordnance Bomb Disposal dui, working in an 
advisory capacity with a disposition detachment from the 
. 52d Field Artillery Battalion took over the large scale 
disposal operation in tre WA of Kokura fror the 
lst Bettalion, 2d Marine Regiment, An estimated twenty 
thousand tons of explosivos were in the area at the time 
of the transfer, | 
Disposal work was being carried on at Engin dif- 
ferent points: (1) the Tomino Ammunition Park containing 
smokeless and H.E. powder, (2) the Yamada Ammunition Park 
‘containing H.E, shells of various sizos, (3) the Sunatsu 
| Reilhead where incoming shipments of exnlosives ffom | 
Fukuoka are processed and shipped to the Sunatsu Docks 
to be dumped at sea, (4) the Sone Burning Grounds, and 
(5) the Yanada Demolition Area where such explosives as 
Cyclonite are disposed of as they cannot be burned or 
dumped. A large bomb dump at Sone which is filled with 
thousands of duds as the result of recent explosions 
presents a dangerous disvosal broblem to the Squad, 
The Squad disposed of 1020 tons of ernlosives from 
17 June to 30 June, This tremendous figure will of 


necessity be lessened in the future because of the 


extremely dangerous condition of the materiel to be 
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encountered, . | 

At the end of MALAE men were assiened 
to the 178th Bomb Disposal Squed after completing a six weeks 
course at the Bomb Bud ilv. " School conducted by 
8th Army. These mon wili be of g groat pene. to the Squad; 


because there are so. few quaiifi led. men in this field renain- 


ing in the theater, 
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A member of the 178th Ordnance 
Bomb Disposal Squad of the 24th 
Infantry Division (top) sets afuse in, 
some cyclonite prior to destroying 
it at the Yamada Demolition Yard 
ín Kokura while another member 
(bottom) examines a TNP powder 
train preparatory to burning it at 
the Sone Airstrip. 


(Photos by 24th Div, P, R. O.) 








CHAPTER XI 


CHAPLAING S REPORT 


With the movement cf the 24th Division. during the 
month òf June to Eyushu, the chaplains again faced the 
problem of suitable chepels. Many of the chapels that were 
available were tco small for the larger troop areas. Plans 
have been drawn for the erection of chapels in'ell areas to 
^ be occupied by the Division as e part of the permanent build- 
ing program. In the incantano work is progressing on tem- 
porary chapels. This work has been kept to a minimum but 
has been very effective in creating an atmosphere of worship. 

Attendance at services, both Protestant and Catholic, 
dropped a bit during the move of the Division to Kyushu. 
With the troops becoming more settled the attendance has 
been increasing. Additional services are being added to 
care for overflow attendence in some areas and to provide 
for troops too far removed from services now scheduled. 

The Protestant and Catholic chaplains in their reports 
submitted in June indicated that they had conducted 144 | 
Sunday Services with an attendance of 10,784, In addition 
there were week day Catholic Masses and Protestant worship 
service and Bible Classes. 

There were sixteen chaplains on the roster as 1 June 
1946. One of these is still absent as a patient in the 
hospital, another is on TDY in the United States and another 
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‚has been called home on an emergency leave, Three additional 
chaplains are to become eligible for redeployment before the 
end of August. The chaplains present for duty have increased - 
the number of services and lengthened their itineraries to 
give as complete a coverage as possible to all troop? areas, 

Further expansion of TOA anticipated 
with. the arrival of dependants in August, Sunday Schools and 

«lasses for religious instruction are being planned for all 
areas where there is such need and where such a program is 


desired. 


CHAPTER XII - 
SPECIAL SERVICE 


Entertainment 


Despite the movement of the 24th Division during 
June the entertathnent field continued to offer ample 
diversion for the personnel of the Division. | 

' Two USO Shows toured the 24th Division area in the 
latter part of the month. They were the "concert Four," 
and "The Man Who Came to Dinner," B 

"The number of motion picture bookings was relatively 
large as there were 274. films made available trrougreut 
the Division, | | 

Construction and remodeling was begun to provide ` 
four stateside theaters; one in Kokura for Division Head- 
quarters and nearby troops, one in Beppu for the 19th 
Infantry, one in Kumamoto for tre 21st Infantry, and one 
in Fukuoka for Division Artillery, Plans were made to - 
carry out this policy for the 34th Regiment in Sasebo, 
Seven dance halls were open nightly in the various 

areas, There were two in Beppu, Kumamoto, and Fukuoka, 
and éne in Kokura, An enlisted men's club in the latter 
city, witb an orchestra playing two nights eack week, 
provided additional entertainment, 

"Members of the 19th Infantry in Oita featured a 
"Swing Band Concert" composed of soldier talent. 


-4l- 


Athletics and Recreation 


Baseball teams of the Division AA in five 
I Corps Southern League games.” Tre Spetial Troops nine 
won two .contests, and the 21st Infantry won tre only league 
game it played, while the 10tr Regiment players lost two 
games. | 

A softball league was organized within the Division, 
Tournaments were held in each regiment to determine the 
regimental champions who will later compete for the 
Division championship. The winner of the Divisinn plag- 
offs will represent the Division in inter-divisional 
competition. | 

on. 29 June an. Invitational? Track Meet was held in. 
jes die ar acne 66 
points. The 1Sth Regiment placed second with 45 1/3 
points. Special Troops was third anā- Division Artillery 
wes fourth with 24 and 16 2/3 markers respectively. 

An Invitational Boxing Tournament took place in 
Kumamoto. The 21st Infantry emerged tre victors having 
won five of the seven bouts. The 34th Regiment boxers 
won the two remaining bouts. 

Gymnasiums were set up in all of the unit areas as 
were volleyball and horseshoe courts, Construction on 
tennis courts and track fields was commenced in the a reas 


where these facilities wore not älrtadv available. In 
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Kokura a rowing club was organized which was temporerily 
prevented from vsing its fifty-one boats on tre local 
river because of the choiera scare, he 19th Infentry 
was able to offer horse back riding to its Me mberas in 
Beppu, Transnoration to town was expedited in Kokura 
and Beppu when Snecial Service reserved several deos 
anese street cars for use of the Armed Forces, 

Photo. Service was KI in a in the 
Division Headquarters section and in the 19th Reg- 
iment zone in Beppu. 

Sight-seeing excursions were conducted in several 
of the areas. In Kokura, China factorics and tre sur- 
rounding country-side were visited, In Beppu tre 
tours took in local shrines end scenic surroundings. 

When the O Special Service office moved to 
Kokura it took over “the Tsmaya Depa artment Store for its 
headquarters. The building wes being ronovated to make 
ita recreation center ‘and to accomrodat ‘the Post 


Exchange. í 









24th Division tational Track Meet, Oita, Kyushu 
The 2lstenfantıy track team carried top honors 
in the invitational meet held at Oita, 29 June 1946. 
Competing teams placed as follows: the witdeg 
2lst with 66 points; second place, 19th Infantry with 
455 points; Special Troops, third place with 25 poiats; 
Division Artillery finished fourth with 16% points. 
CPhotos by 24th Div. P. R. 0.) 


= CHAPTER XIII 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
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Informational Materials 


Distribution of informational materials intended for 
the individual soldier, newspapers, unit pepers, I & E In- 
formation Kits, Newsmaps, aná the like, was disturbed to 
some degree incident to the move to Kyushu. Some difficulty 
was experienced in distribution of TIP materials tó all 
troops units, oxcept the Air Corps, in Kyushu, a responsi- 
bility with which the Division I & E Section was charged 
by higher headquarters; but, at the end of the month, the 
difficulties and obstacles were being stondily removed, 

. In ‘the special interest of its elements at Kagoshima, 
the 21st Infantry arranged for delivery of some of its TIP 
materials by airs. great saving in time over thd. tone rail 
haul to the south end of the Japanese archipelago. | 

RIO baggage expressage, APO, and routine ano. special 
 messengers, both motor and foot, continued to be the prin- 
cipal means of distribution of TIP materials, Distribution 

through message center in the Kokura area, used for the | 
greater part of June, was terminated at the request of. the. 
Signal Officer because of his overlonded facilities. 
Tebar. the. Division newspaper, published sketch maps 


and special articles, prior to the move,to Kyushu, for the 


di ua 


orientation and informat ion of troops moving to the Kokura 
eren. Upon moving to Kokura, efter a few days of contest 
with uncertain utilities, the editorial office of the V-Day 
was moved to the Asahi Shimbun building in downtown Kokura, and 
the use of tho feéilitios of the Kata nici hi BAMIA was.arranged. 
Liaison and relationships between V-Day, È the ‚Division PRO 
and the two printing and publishing companies cited, and 
with other smaller printers in the vicinity, initiated a new 
phase of development of the Division : Information activities. 
The weekly magazine issues of V.Doy have included special 
articles on Japanese B Encepnalitis, Foreign Service, Jobs 
in Japan, Smabbpox., and Poison Bevernges. In the latter part 
of the Donen work was sani on the project of cla assifying 
and organizing information on Quarters in Japan for dependents 
arriving in the early future as yeta as for those members of 
the Division interested in bring sing dependents to Japan in. 
the future, Special articles for the Fourth of July, Inde- 
pendence Day, were also being prépared. The use of illustra- 
tions in V-Day was further developed during Juné. 

A notable feature of the month was the appearance of 
Chick News, the I & E publication of the 19th Infantry, as. 
a printed newspaper in stateside Style, repleto with illus- 
trations, on 29 June. Much resolution and re sourcefulness 


went into the production of that first issue. 
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Troop Informat cion Hour, 


Troop Information Fours in units of the Division dur- 
ing June showed n gratifying concentration on businesslike 
topics, rather than "scatteration" in fields of academic di 


discussion. - Among the topics covered were Our Job in Japan, 





The Japanese War Crimes, Military Government Operations, 
Spain, German and Jananede People and their Customs, AEP 


Accreditation, Use of Forn 42. 
Armed Forces Radio 


Armed Forces Radio Station WEEE, having served the 
Division on Eonshu ond Shikoku with distinction from the 
time 62 the move of the Division Lea ‚dquarters from ‚Matsu- 
yema in February, signed off for the last time from Okayama 
on the night of 8 June. The estecn and affection in which | 
the men of the Division held WLKH was evident in the many 
questions after and requests for WLKH in Kokura. The per- 
sonnel who closed WLXH at Okeyama procecded to Sadeho, Kyu- 
shu to take over operations of AFRS station WVTO as a Divi- 
sion Station.  WVTO opened under Division control on 16. 
June. Its facilities were atea to erdnsnit on 1450 
kilocycles and on 3.26 megneycles, the latter being intend- 
ed for reception and rebroadcast by WLFK, Kumamoto and by 
WLKH, Kokura.: WLEH was to be reestablished when its new 


studios in the Tamaya Building in Kokura should be finished. 


N 


In the mean time, it was to be a relay-broadcasting station. 
By the end of June, however, while broadcasting from WVTO was 
effective and efficient in the immediate vicinity of Sasebo 

on 1450 kilocycles, and while reports were Porc from 
Hawaii, China and elsewhere of reception with good signal 
strength of WVTO on 3. 26 megneyoles, it was evident that cover- 
ege. of Division units by WTO, from Sasebo Was ineffective and 
insufficient. Accordingly and with supr hort from Headquarters 
Eighth Army and from Headquarters 1 Corps, reorganization of 
Armed: Forces Radio Service to the Division was plenned, and by 
the end of the month n ten Kilowatt crensmitter for ‘the Divi- 
sion was in prospect, to be sited centrally in Kyushu, and the 


plans for the Tamaya building studios vere completed. 


Suspension of AEP activities unt* 1 July having been 
subhotizda by Division orders in ` prospect of the move to 
Kyushu, educational activity was extensively reduced. Cautibons 
expressed before the move that School Directors and Education 
Officers be d‘ligent to counteract loss of continuity in their 
planning, appear to have. been effective to a notable degree. | 
Some units had exercised their prerogatives to suspend AEP 
activities prior to 1 June incident to the move to Kyushu, as 
‘authorized by Division Orders, whereas they were moving 


earlier. These units resumed activity earlier. 
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The Okayama Area School, (AEP), finally suspended 
its operation on 10 June 1946, The units which had jothed 
to operate it were not stationed together in Kyushu. As 
the month ended, the Kokura Area School, (AEP), Was about 
to be opened as a joint operation of Special Troops, of the 
3d Engineers, and so much of the Division Medical Battalion 
as was stationed in Kokura, in school buildings in the 
Kokura Arsenal Ares, The other former participating unit 
in the Okayama Area School, 21st Infa try, was preparing 
to open the Gimlet Unit School in Kumamoto. 34th Infa intry 
closed its Himeji University, an outgrowth of its earlier 
Dragon Institute, in June, and prepared to reopen its Unit 
Shosi at Sasebo, The 19th Wa guspenges its Sghgol 
at Kochi in mid-Moy, and planned to open at Oite Jon d 0v 
offering an extensive curriculum, Division Artillery was 
the enrliest to reopen its School in the Fukuoka-Hakata 
Area, and by the end of: June showed enrollments of 11 for 
correspondence type courses and 152 class type. 

At the end of May, the Division showed 493 enrollments 
in correspondence-type courses and 1477 enrollments in Unito 
School; at tho end of June the corresponding figures were 


639 end 729. 
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APPENDIX I 


CHAIN OF COMMAND IN THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION 


AS OF 30 JUNE 1946 


Division Commander 
«Aide de Camp 


Chief of Staff 
AC of S G-1 l 
Acting AC of S Gel 
AC of S G-2 
AC of S G-3 
AC of S G4 
Adjutant General 


Acting Adjutent General 


Major Unit Commanders 
Hq Special Troops 
Comdr 1950 Infantry 
Comdr 21st Infantry 

"^ Comdr 34th Infantry 
Comdr 24th Div Arty 


Najor General James A. Lester 
Capt. Joseph E, O'Leary 


Col. 0. E. Trechter 

Lt. Col. Robert J. Daniels* 
Lt. Col. William A. Craig** 
Lt, Col. Gaynor W, Hathaway 
Lt. Col. Davis 8. Dillard 
Major Jamos B. Jones 

Lt. Col. William A, Craig** 
Capt. Deel E. Young 


Col. Ralph C. Bing 

Col, Edvard J. Renth 

Col. Winfield R. McKay 
Col. Thomas D. Drake 

Col, Charles C. Blanchard 


*TDY in U.S.A. 
**Acting G-1 
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24.11 INFANTRY DIVISION TROOP ` 
DISPOGITION. AS OF 30 JUNA 1946 
MAP DX:  SOUTIERI JAPAN 
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APPENDIX III 
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i APPENDIX IV 
24TH INFANTRY DIVISION TROOP: 
DISPOSITION AS OF 30 JUNE 1946 
MAP REF: KUSH 
SCALE  : 131,000,000 
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q & Hq Co 
. Det Sp Trps 
af Div Band 
MP Plat 
.h QE Co 
«4th Sig Co 
724th Ord Co 
24th Med Bn (=) 
Co A; 24th Med Bn 
Co B, 24th Med Bn 
Co C; 24th. Med Bn 
Co D 24th Med Bn 
34 Engr (C) Bn (=) 


1 Plat, Co C, 34 Engr (C) Bn 
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19th Inf (+) 

Cn Co, 19th Inf 
ist pa.” 19th Inf 
2d. 19th Inf (-) 
Co E. "10th Inf 

Co G, 19th Inf ` 

3d Bn, 19th Inf (-) 
. Co I, 19th Inf 
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178th Lang Det 
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Kokura . 
Kokura -~ 
Kokura 
Kokura 
Kashii 
Kokura 
Kokura 
Kokura 
Sasebo 
Kumamo to 
Kokuna 
Beppu 
Kokura 
Fukuoka 
Beppu 
Kumemo to 
‚Ainsura 


“Mo ji 


Fukuoka 
Fakata Pen. 
Fukuoka l 
Nibuno, Honshu 
Saga 

Hakata Pen, 
Kurme 

oita 

Beppu 
Nekatsu 
Oita 
Miyazaki 
Kokura 
Oita 
Fokura 
Nobeka 
Ktmamo to 
Kumamo to 
Kumamoto. 
Kagoshima 
Kano ya 
Sasebo 
Onura 
Ainoura 
Sasebo 
Sesebo 
Nagasaki 
Kokura 
Sasebo 
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